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[his Truss has 
now been in use some three 
years, and its practical working 
in thousands of cases has more 
than verified the high encomi- 
ums so universally bestowed up- 
on it when first introduced. It 
has already effected many radi- || 
cal cures, and marked improve- 
ments have resulted from its use | 
in every instance, while injury, | 
by pressure upon the cord, or by \E 
enlargements of the openings, 
has occurred in no case. 

Besides the concurrent testi- 
mony in its favor, of the promi- 
nent surgeons of this city and 
Brooklyn, the following are 
average specimens of hundreds 
from correspondents in different 
parts of the country. 

Dr, Armstrong, an eminent surgeon of Porto Rico, says, “I consider the 
*Ricos Truss’ superior to all others, and recommend and apply No oTner.” 

Dr. Gosling, Shelbyville, Tenn. “The principle of the multiplied truss 
is correct, and will accomplish ALL THAT TRUSSES POSSIBLY CAN DO.” 

Dr, Bontecon, of Troy, says, “I wish to introduce them in this city, being 
satisfied they are superior to all others.” 

Dr. Crafts, of Binghampton, writes, “1 can truly say, the cases I have 
treated by your truss promise a cure, and all who are wearing it are highly 
pleased.” 
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addressed to physicians and students; a systematic work of over 700 
ages, royal octavo, with 100 cuts, finely illustrating this whole subject 
com first principles to the very minutiw of practice. ‘This work is already 
noticed extensively by medical journals and distinguished men (see circu- 
lar) andis pronounced to be the best work on this part of medical practice 
to be neni tn any language. It should be in the hands of every young 
medical man in America, 
Price, $3. Sent by mail or express, free of expense, to any address (on 
receipt of $3), by the publishers, or by 
A. C. GARRATT, 
7 Hamilton Place, Boston. 
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practical investigations at so low a figure. 
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CLINICAL LECTURE 
DELIVERED AT THE NEW YORK HOSPITAL. 
BY JOHN H. GRISCOM, M.D. 


ATTTENDING PHYSICIAN, 


GenTLEMEN: The medical service of this hospital for the month 
just closed (August), has furnished us with several matters of 
interest, and in addition to the semi-weekly visits which you 
have made with me to the bedsides of the patients, I desire 
your attention at this time while making a general réswmé 
of the month’s experience, and a review of a few of the 
individual cases. The fact which first attracts attention, 
upon casting the eye over the record, is the extraordinary 
amount of that form of fever which, in contrast with for- 
mer years, forms so marked a feature of hospital practice. 
I allude to what is known in hospital parlance as é hagres, 
or Panama fever, a name derived from the geographical 
section whence a very large portion of it is brought to us. 
We have been accustomed for many years to see a similar 
type of fever from several southern ports, as Savannah, 
Wilmington, and others as far north as Richmond and 
Norfolk, but only since the auriferous developments of Cali- 
fornia, and the consequent attraction of thousands of voya- 
gers over new lines of travel across the Isthmus, a land of 
bogs and miasms, has this disease almost monopolized the 
medical division at this season of the year. Such is the 
tribute which humanity pays to wealth. Although we have 
more or less of this peculiar fever all the year round, yet 
the most prolific months are July, August, and September. 
We are scarcely surprised, therefore, that during the month, 
of the 192 cases of all kinds which have been under treat- 
ment, about 70 were of this character. Though so numerous, 
and many of them presenting on admission great severity 
of symptoms, showing the weighty character of the paludal 
poison which had been imbibed, even in several instances 
to the development of a train of symptoms closely resem- 
bling those of typhoid fever, it is gratifying to be able to 
state that the record of mortality from them is almost 
entirely clear, one only having succumbed. 

The type of this fever, although in some instances assum- 
ing the intermittent, was generally the pure remittent, 
having but one chill, with which the attack was ushered in. 
With regard to the treatment pursued in these cases, they 
may be divided into three classes :—first, those in which qui- 
nine, the great antiperiodic, was alone indicated. These 
constituted a large proportion of them, and in combination 
with good nutritious diet, and general warm bathing and 
cleanliness, the quinine constituted the all-sufficient remedy. 
The second class, a smaller number, comprised those to 
whom it was found necessary to exhibit some form of fer- 
ruginons medicine, in addition to the quinine. The citrate 
of iron in combination with the tine. cinch. c. was the form 
generally employed, though occasionally the cit. ferr. et 
quin. was used, and proved a most valuable remedy. The 
third class consisted of those in which it was found neces- 
sary to administer powerful stimulants, brandy, wine, and 
even carb, ammon., to rescue them from excessive prostra- 
tion, and indeed, in some cases, from a state of collapse 
upon which they seemed to be verging, or had actually 
reached. Fortunately there were but few instances in 
which there was any serious local complication to embar- 
rass the otherwise plain indications of treatment. 

Another marked, and an agreeable, contrast between the 
hospital experience of the present year, and some of the 
recent past, consists in the diminished amount of ship fever. 
One vessel only, the Cynosure, has supplied us during the 
month with cases of that disease, and very few at that, and 
generally of a mild character. 

Of delirium tremens we have had a rather larger invoice 
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than usual; but I pass this disease for the present, design- 
ing to speak of it more at length at the close of these 
remarks, 

Quitting these generalizations and turning our attention 
to some of the individual cases, I ask you to recall to recol- 
lection the case of Phlegmasia Dolens, which has been in 
the female ward nearly all the month, and still continues 
there, with but little prospect of an early discharge, except 
it be by death. This case, a very rare one of a hospital 
experience of sixteen years, though marked by all the cha- 
racteristics of this singular disease, and what is unusual, 
involving both lower limbs, is nevertheless not under treat- 
ment for it. This patient, who is thirty-four years of age, 
entered Aug. 5th, having, as you may remember, given 
birth to a child about six weeks before. Her labor was 
complicated by placenta previa, which involved the loss of 
a large amount of blood, but no other difficulty, and she 
convalesced so as to be about in a fortnight. Soon after 
this the right leg became swollen, cedematous, and painful ; 
the same symptoms, in a fortnight more, attacked the other 
leg. You have observed, I doubt not with great interest 
and sympathy, the very pale, emaciated appearance of this 
poor woman, with her pulse at 120 and feeble, her tongue 
highly furred, her appetite poor, and sleep restless, The 
serious complication of an extensive bedsore over the 
sacrum, denuding that bone in nearly its whole extent, 
together with the exceeding prostration resulting from both 
the original and secondary evil, renders any direct treat- 
ment for the former out of the question. On her admission, 
the swelled, painful, and heated limbs, with the shining 
appearance, so peculiar to this disease, gave such evidences 
of acute action (though chronic as to time) as to justify, in 
my opinion, the soothing application of cold water dress- 
ings. Accordingly a roller bandage was placed upon each 
limb from toe to hip, and a moderate degree of moisture 
applied. This soon effected considerable reduction in both 
the size and temperature of the limbs, and the water was 
then discontinued, while the dry bandage was allowed to 
remain. At the same time it was necessary to sustain the 
failing strength of the system. Tonics and stimulants, with 
the most nutritious and easily assimilated food that could 
be retained by the stomach (which was somewhat rebel- 
lious) were exhibited. In addition to the troubles men- 
tioned, an erysipelatous swelling has appeared over the left 
hip joint, which is exceedingly painful, and has an oedema- 
tous feel; no fluctuation is yet apparent, though it is 
threatened.* The patient lies upon a water bed, but unfor- 
tunately the circular air cushion, which was provided to 
relieve the bedsore from pressure, cannot be borne. We 
leave her to the judicious oversight of my successor, Dr. 
Bulkley, with some hope but many misgivings as to the 
issue, 

In the same ward is a girl with hydro-pneumo-thoraz, the 
interest of which is enhanced by misplacement of the heart, 
the apex of that organ being thrust nearly as far to the 
right, as it is normally on the left side. This is undoubtedly 
the result of the pleuritic effusion, which, however, to effect 
this, must have existed to much greater extent than at 
present. The existence of fluid is proved by the presence 
of that interesting symptom, the metallic tinkling, on suc- 
cussion of the thorax, and this sound being very low down 
indicates a comparatively small amount of fluid. This 
derives confirmation from the fact that ordinary respiration 
is not accompanied by this peculiar sound, which is developed 
only by the expulsive expiration produced by coughing. A 
generous diet, with the exhibition of ol. jec. asel., has 
already considerably improved the patient’s strength, and 
the absorption of the effused fluid is evidently progressing. 

Of the cases of albuminuria, of which we have had a num- 
ber in the various wards, I forbear to speak with much 
particularity, inasmuch as Dr. Bulkley has already, in his 
clinical discourses, given you some of his experience in 





* A subsequent examination revealed fluctuation and crepitation in the 
luteal which an incision showed was caused by a fistulous extension 
from the sore. 
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the morning of the following Monday, a period of less than 
forty-eight hours having elapsed, I found indeed not only a 
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renewal, but an intense aggravation of all the worst features 
of the ease. He was in the wildest excitement of delirium 
and muscular exertion, requiring four stout men, one at each 
limb, to keep him from tearing everything to pieces, and 
heedless of all remonstrances, or elforts at pacification, 
Astounded at this change, and looking around, after giving 
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had been bled from the armabouta quart. The professional 
gentleman in whose care I supposed I had left him, had not 
been sent for, but another person, an irregular practitioner 
of some notoriety, had been called by an officious friend. 
While superintending the confinement of the patient, and 
civing directions for his treatment, this individual walked 
in, and I then had my first and last interview with him. 
Calling him aside, I asked him if he knew the nature of the 
diffic lty under which the patient labored. He confidently 
he did—it was “inflammation of ‘he brain.” 

* And you bled him?’ “Yes,” 
Uhiat you have killed him. You have entirely mistaken his 
He has delirium tremens.” This unpalatable idea 

was indignantly repelled. We returned together to the 
bedside of the patient, and in about five minutes, in the 
midst of a violent convulsive effort, he suddenly expired 
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now asked to a few remarks upon the differential diagnosis 
of Phrenitis and Delirium Trer In a hospital situated 
this is, there is much less danger of an erroneous diagnosis 
Here the 


character and social position of the patients are such, gene- 


than you will sometimes find in private practice. 
rally, that their personal habits are unconcealed either by 
themselves or their friends, and the true nature of the 
trouble is almost instinctively revealed. Sull, even here we 
have cases in which great care is necessary to avoid the 
the difficulty of 
a correct diagnosis will often be gre atly increased, by every 
effort being made to conceal the depraved habits of the un- 
fortunate individual which have induced the disease, and 
it will ofttimes be demanded of you to avoid speaking of it 
as the truth would justify Even in the certificate of death, 
should there be oceasion for one, you may find it expedient 
to give the cause any other designation, than that which 
will record a perpetual stigma upon the memory of the 
dead, and the feelings of surviving relatives. 


serious mistake; while in private practice, 


There is no doubt that “ Consumption,” “ Convulsions,” 
‘* Nervous Fever,” NXe., in our necrological tables, would, if 
properly translated, in hundreds of instances annually, mean 
mania a potu. 

You will infer from the case I have cited, that there must 
be a similitude in some of the features of these two diseases, 
calling for careful discrimination; and you have seen that 
the diagnosis leads to treatment, proper and necessary in 
the one case, but fatal in the oiher. Before inquiring into 
the distinctive characters of the two diseases, let us trace 
these points of similarity. 

You will readily believe that manifestations of disease 
involving mental derangement, and other high wrought 
nervous symptoms, which point to the brain as the organ 
chiefly involved, may easily be regarded as dependent upon 
inflammation or congestion of that organ, and that, how- 
ever diverse may have been the remote causes of such 
symptoms, the first impulse to treatment would naturally 
be, the reduction of the circulating force, by the abstraction 
of blood, either general or local. 

The coincident symptoms in the early stage of the two 
diseases are, general inquietude, restlessness of body and 
eyes, disturbance of stomach, nervous excitability, flushed 
countenance, vigilance; and at a later period, maniacal de- 
portinentand language, with violence of manner—-all of which, 
in varied degree, exist in both cases, and without careful 
consideration, may lead to the serious error alluded to. 

But when we come to examine, without prejudice, the 
points of difference, there can be but little difficulty in 
making up a diagnosis, and I now ask your attention to the 
following, constituting the Differential Diagnosis of the two. 
diseases. 

There are, perhaps, 
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PHRENITIS. 

1. Commences with acute 
pain in the head, more or less 
intense, 

Nausea and 
generally observed, 


vomiting 


3. No muscular tremor. 


4, Eyes red and sparkling, 
rather shunning the light, 
vrowing wild and furious in 
expression as disease pro- 


rresses. 


Hearing at first intense- 
ly acute—in advanced stages 
lost. 
and 
assume 


Vision 
deceptive ; 


imperfect 
objects 
unnatural colors. 

7. Pulse small, 


frequent 
and tense. 


ation, 
and quicksands which must be carefully 


and to show the rocks 


avoided. 

DELIRIUM TREMENS. 

1. Commences with giddi- 
ness and sense of oppression 
in the head, but no pain. 

2. Nausea and vomiting 
variable, generally light, often 
entirely absent, 

Tremor of hands and 
tongue, almost invariable. 

4, Eyes not red, wide open, 
mild in expression, 
with quick glances, often fixed 
intently on some object for a 
time, and suddenly with- 
drawn. 

Hearing not particularly 
affected except by imagi- 
nary voices and sounds, 

6. Vision correct as to real 
objects, but imaginary objects 
abound. 

7. Pulse full and soft, and 
but litthe increased in fre- 


restless, 


quency. 

&. ‘Skin eool, soft, al id coV- 
ered with perspiration, 

Delirium, soon assuming 9. Delirium takes the form 

the form of wild and furious) of loquacity, with the appari- 
Inania; patient screams, uses | tion of ludicrous or frightful 
violent and profane, or inde-, objects. 
cent, language. 

10, Coma supervenes_ in 
advanced stage. 


8. Skin hot and dry. 


10. Coma never occurs, but 
the mind is agitated, and 
body in constant action; pa- 
tient calls for help against 
jimaginary evils. 

More or less indiffer- 
jence to pain ;—partial anges- 
thesia, 


11. Sense of feeling, like 
audition, highly acute. 


Another important distinction, which you may 
times find it difficult to make, and of which we have had 
instance during the past month, is that between delirium 
tremens on the one hand, ce Insanity on the other. I 
allude to the sailor who was brought into No. 2, the ward 
ppropriated to delirium tremens, a few days the 
veneral history of whose case, as derived from the friends, 
night very readily lead to the conclusion that he was a 
proper subject for that department. I called your attention 
to the case as one of somewhat doubtful diagnosis for two 
or three days—the manifestations each day vs arying to such 
n extent, that each visit induced a sus pension of de finite 
indgemaehie Tle is of a yacht crew, and exhibited 
. yup, which, to us who knew nothing of his previous 
abits, might very readily be construed, in one of his class, 
into the effects of over stimulation. In a few days he 
became very violent, throwing himself forcibly about, and 
endeavoring to bite his nurse, so that he required confine- 
nent by straps. 

Although in this case there was no special demand for 
treatment, beyond attention to the secretions and evacua- 
tions, yet the evidences of cerebral disturbance were promi- 
nently marked, When we came, however, to look for the 
symptoms, one by one, of delirium tremens—as laid down 
in the foregoing se hedule—they were so generally wanting 
be we were obl iged to dismiss that from consideration. 

Under the same test, there were no evidences of Phrenitis, 
and these being both excluded, there remained only one 
conclusion, that | it was a case of acute mania, and such it 
eventually proved to be. 

In a very elaborate monograph by Dr. Conquest Cross of 


some- 


o 
ago, 


one 
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a 
Kentucky, publish ed as a prize essay by the New v York 
State Medic ‘al Society in 1831, he maintains the existence 
of “no less than ar separate and distinct varieties of deli- 
rium tremens,” which he distinguishes by the respective 
names of sthenic, hypersthenic, asthenic, and bilious ; anomen- 
clature which sufficiently characterizes them in his estima- 
tion. If by this classification the essayist means merely 
the various modifications of the resulting from 
varieties of temperament, or constitutional difference in the 
individuals attacked, we may admit the arrangement, and 
the catalogue might even be lengthened; but if he is to be 
understood as asserting that there are so many different 
forms of the disease, like the different types of fever which 
are found in the nosology, for one I am unable to coincide 
with him. Delirium tremens is a combination of symptoms 
essetitially the same in all cases, having one and the same 
cause, modified in its development only by the idiosynera- 
subjects, and amenable to the ceneral 
of treatment, varied only to suit the varied cireum- 
stances of each case, and these variations may be almost 
infinite. With equal propriety might those adjectives be 
applied to any other specific disease, as small-pox, typhus 
fever, perit mitis, ete., and they , hence be regarded as sepa- 
rate and distinct variet when the dif- 
ference would not be in the disease, but only in the 
tions of the afflicted bodies, 

In conclusion, with a few words upon the treatment of 
delirium tremens, I leave the subject to your further practi- 
eal investigation, with the abundant opportunities 
which this hospital furnishes. 

You have incide ntally | veard enough to 
inference that there is one thing in particular to be most 
earefully avoided in the this disorder, viz. 
blood-letting. And not only is the blood, by any 
means whatever, to be depre cated, as almost certain to lead 
to a serious issue, but eve ry other source of ply vsical de ‘pres- 
saline cathartics and the like, is to be 
tending to a similar result. <A satisfactory a priori rea 
for this will be found in the fact, that the patie nt’s manner 
of life prior to the development of the maniacal syr nptoms, 
ee been such as to produe e not only a depraved condition, 
but also a deficient amount, of blood, tad’ hence the loss of 
even a small quantity, must aggravate the symptoms, The 
highly excited and irritable condition of the brain and 
nervous system produced by over-stimulation, is increased 
by the absence of the tonic support which they normally 
receive from healthy blood, and to detract from the alre aly 
weakened prop which they have in that fluid, enfeeble d 
and vitiated as it is in this disease, must necessarily increase 
the irritability, even to the sudden snapping of the attenu- 
ated vital thread. 

Allusion has been made to the remedial course which is 
chiefly to be relied upon—th e remedium magnum, as it has 
been called. In opium we have the means of a direct alle- 
viation of the irritability of the overstrained nerves, anc 
of inducing the so-long absent, the so-much needed, 
essential, “sweet restorer, balmy sleep.” But before 
ing to this potent remedy, it will be found very generally 
advantageous to evacuate the overloaded abdominal \ 
by an emetico-cathartic. In doing this, regard must be 
had to the important principle before descanted upon, in 
connexion with the use of the lancet, viz:—to avoid de- 
pression of the physical strength, and force of oe ircula- 
tion. On this account you must avoid the use of tart. 
ant. et pot. Your reliance should be gener nti as this 
purpose, on ipecacuanha, in doses of from 20 to 30 grains 
in combination with 10 of chlor. hyd. The effect of 
the administration of this powder is, generally, the dis- 
gorgement of a large quantity of vitiated bile, and a free 
evacuation of the prime vim, giving great relief to the 
system, and preparing the way for the subsequent special 
treatment. 

So important, so essential, is sleep, that it in 
becomes the first aim of the fn scriber. To u 
cuage of an experienced observer, “it must he 
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cotite,-—the patient must sleep or die.’ There are, indeed, 
but two cardinal points to be kept in view in the treatment 
of delirium tremens, V1Z. sleep and food, both more or less 
difficult, and sometimes impossible, of attamment (the 
stomach having lost its tone), but therefore it is that upon 
the first nap, and especially if accompanied with a “ plate 
of soup,” we are accustomed to regard the patient as out 
of danger. 


I need not dwell upon the other remedies which are | 


occasionally employed in the procurement of quietude, and 
the soothing of the excited brain and irritable nerves— 
such as assafvetida, camphor, lupuline, ete., which are all 
more or less valuable under various circumstances, which a 
little experience will enable you to discriminate. Nor is it 


necessary to dwell upon the use of alcoholic stimulus, itself 


the cause of the evils we seek to remedy. Suffice it to 
say, that however repugnant to one’s moral sense may be 
the idea of an exhibition of the bane, there nevertheless 
sometimes oceur circumstances in which it becomes, as it 
were, its own antidote. It is to be administered in this 
disease, on precisely the same principles as in others. 
Excessive prostration and exhaustion, produced by the 
sudden withdrawal of the accustomed stimulus, constitute 
the principal source of danger, and the reason for its use. 
Under such cireumstances the exhibition of ale or porter, 
or at times a still stronger stimulus, is plainly indicated, at 
the same time that opium is the sheet-anchor which is to 
keep the shivering bark from foundering. 

On the other hand, many cases are brought under our 
eare in this Institution, of so tractable a form, as to need 
only the soothing influences of a warm bath, a comfortable 
bed, a quiet room, and good diet, to compose the wild and 
errilg fancy, and restore the shattered intellect to its 
proper bearings. was the case of the man, who, 
though young in years, is old in dissipation, whom we have 
this week past treated for his eighteenth attack of this disease. 


Such 


MEDICAL COLLEGES :—INTRODUCTORIES. 
UNIVERSITY MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

The Introductory Lecture to the regular course of the Uni- 
versity Medical College was delivered Oct. 15th, by Dr. Valen- 
tine Mott, Emeritus Professor of Surgery. It consisted of a 


review of the present state of the several departments of 


medicine, and the advances which had been made in each 
during the past few years. He also referred to the manner 
in which the different branches were taught in the institu- 
tion, and concluded with some wholesome advice to those 
who were about to enter upon their studies, enjoining the 
necessity of untiring application on their part as the only 
means by which success could be attained in after life. 
The address was one in every way suitable to the occasion, 
and was listened to with marked attention by all who were 
present. 


———— 


COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS. 
Pror. Darton chose, as the subject of his Introductory 
Lecture, 7’he Jlistory of the Circulation of the Blood. He 
first drew the attention of his audience to the scene which 
was presented in the laboratory of the anatomist of Pavia, 
Asellius, on the 23d of July, 1622, when the lacteals were 
first exposed to observation, The eagerness with which 
this great anatomist seized upon the discovery, and the 
philosophical manner in which he pursued his investigations 
until he completely demonstrated the function of this system 
of vessels, was adduced as an example worthy of imitation, 
and a proper introduction to the historical notice of those 
long continued but patient researches, which finally culmi- 
nated, through the genius of Harvey, in a thorough 
knowledge of the circulation of the blood. Prof. D. then 
took a rapid survey of the labors of those anatomists, who 
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from the time of Galen to that of Harvey, directed their 
studies to the elucidation of the mysteries of the circula- 
tion, The progress of discovery in general anatomy was 
traced, and the bearing which each newly established fact 
had upon the ultimate result was shown. Galen, whose 
authority remained unquestioned for more than a thousand 
years, had made a considerable advance upon his predeces- 
sors, by proving that the arteries, as well as the veins, con- 
tained blood, but fell into great errors in regard to the 
office of the liver, the course of the circulation, and the 
anatomy of the heart. Vesalius was the first to break the 
spell with which the authority of Galen seemed to bind 
subsequent students of anatomy. “Many of you,” said 
Prof. Dalton, “have seen a picture of the great Belgian 
anatomist, preparing to engage in his anatomical dissec- 
tions. He is alone in an upper room, lighted through the 
half-closed shutters of an attic window. On one side is the 
old folio of anatomy, whose leaves he has turned so often, 
and whose statements he is about to verify or correct. On 
the other are the implements of his work, placed ready to 
his hand. Before him is stretched the subject which he is 
to examine; and as Vesalius, with one hand, feels the long 
prominences which are to guide him in his incisions, and 
with the other reaches out to grasp the handle of the 
scalpel, his eye rests upon the crucifix that hangs above his 
table, and seems to forbid the sacrilege, with a mingled 
expression of reverence and determination. He does not 
disregard religion, but he disregards the interpretation of it 
which others assume to force upon him; and with every 
feeling of respect for its spirit and injunctions, he 
throws himself thoroughly and confidently upon his own 
interpretation, as the last and the surest guide for 
him to follow. You can see that he will not be turned 
from his purpose by the prejudices which he believes to be 
based in ignorance, and strengthened only by usage. Such 
independence of thought and action, guided as it was in 
time by the best of motives, could not fail to make him a 
master among his medical brethren, and to secure for 
him the reward of professional success.” The researches of 
Harvey and the course of experiments by which he finally 
demonstrated the circulation of the blood, were traced with 
much minuteness. In conclusion, the Professor made the 
following application of the subject of his discourse :—‘ I 
have gone through with this rapid recital of the discovery 
of the circulation, in order to offer you an imperfect illus- 
tration of the nature of the profession which you have come 
here to study. I need not tell you that it gives but the 
merest glimpse of its magnificent extent, and the richness 
of its domains. Even Harvey did not tell us everything 
about the circulation of the blood. Since then its history 
has been continued by the discovery of the capillary 
blood-vessels by Malpighi, and their distribution in all the 
different tissues and organs by succeeding microscopic ana- 
tomists; by that of the alteration of the blood in the lungs, 
and in different glandular and excretory organs ; its consti- 
tution, its temperature, its color, and the variations which 
it undergoes in the circulation. And still, the question so 
far from being exhausted, only increases in extent and in- 
terest, and is to-day one of the most promising and fertile 
subjects in the whole range of physiology. These discove- 
ries, however, relate to only a single topic in one depart- 
ment of medicine. Not only in physiology, but in patho- 
logy, surgery, chemistry, and practical medicine, there are 
others of a similar nature, which equally mark the continued 
development of a restless and advancing science. This 
shows us how valuable is the knowledge which has been 
acquired in the past, and with what labor and what mental 
application the secrets of nature have in part been mastered. 
Besides, there is no better guide to teach us how to pursue 
the study of medicine with success, than the history of its 
progress in previous ages, and the manner in which it has 
come down to us in its present form. It is quite erroneous, 
as we see, to regard medicine as so changeable a thing that 
our knowledge of to-day must necessarily always become 
our ignorance of to-morrow. No proposition in mathe- 
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matics is more permanent or more reliable than certain dis- 
coveries made in anatomy and physiology one thousand 
years ago, Those who made these discoveries, we confess, 
did not learn all the truths and the facts which have re- 
mained to our time; they were adopted by them, side by 
side with imperfect or erroneous opinions which have disap- 
peared. 
medical study, the same qualities have contributed to its 
advance, and the same methods of study have always been 
crowned with success. The great discoverers and authori- 
ties in medicine have always testified a sincere respect for 
the accumulated knowledge of the past. No one, accord- 
ingly, can work to advantage with the materials of the pre- 
sent, unless he knows the source from which they have 
been derived ; without that he will spend his time to no 
purpose in making old discoveries over again, or still worse, 
in repeating old blunders, and going over the wrong road 
twice.” 


NEW YORK MEDICAL COLLEGE. 


Tue Introductory Lecture to the regular course of instrue- 
tion at the New York Medical College was delivered by 
Prof. R. Ogden Doremus, M.D., in the clinical lecture room 
of that institution, on Wednesday evening, Oct. 17th. The 
lecturer commenced by alluding to an inaugural dissertation 
presented in the year 1757, on the subject of magnesia, in 
which Dr. Black discussed the properties of “fixed air,” a 
substance which now rejoices in the title of carbonic acid 
gas. He demonstrated the composite nature of this sub- 
stance by synthetical and analytical experiments. Carbonic 
acid was made by burning charcoal in oxygen gas, also by 
the combustion of a diamond in pure oxygen, and recog- 
nised by its characteristic chemical tests. Carbonie acid 
was then decomposed by the action of metallic potassium, 
at an elevated temperature, and the black carbon exhibited. 
The physical and chemical properties of the gas were shown 
by weighing it in a vessel suspended to a large balance ; 
by lowering a candelabrum of burning candles, first into a 
capacious glass jar of oxygen, where a most vivid combus- 
tion was excited, and subsequently plunging it into a 
large jar of carbonic acid, in which the flames were extin- 
guished; also by pouring twenty or thirty gallons of the 
gas on an inclined plane of forty or fifty lighted tapers, where 
its descent could be traced, as candle after candle was put 
out. The various natural and artificiat sources whence 
carbonic acid is derived were mentioned in detail—such as 
voleanoes, caverns, and fissures in the earth—by processes 
of fermentation, e. g. a bottle of green seal was opened, 
the champagne poured into a deep jar, and the eflervescing 
gas tested and demonstrated to be carbonie acid. The 
relation between various combustive operations and car- 
bonie acid was discussed—the exhalations from the lungs 
were analysed, and the presence of this gas proved by 
experiments—thus naturally leading to the theme of ani- 
mal heat. The poisonous qualities of carbonic acid to ani- 
mal life were compared with its beneficial influences to the 
vegetable world—where it acts as a pabulum to plants— 
being the raw material out of which they in chief part fabri- 
cate their woody tissues, mould their flowers, or mature 
their fruit, under the plastic influences of the sunbeams. 
The attractive experiments of Faraday and Thillorier were 
exhibited. Carbonic acid was shown compressed into a 
liquid, as pellucid as water, and subsequently congealed 
into a solid condition. 
this snowy substance were shown to the audience. A por- 
tion of this responded to the tests previously applied to 
the gas. Another portion was placed in contact with an 
iron trough filled with mercury ; a small quantity of ether 
was added to facilitate the evaporation of the solid carbonic 
acid, and in a few minutes the intensity of the cold demon- 
strated by producing a solid ingot of mercury. Another 
portion of mercury was frozen in a medallion form, put 
under a press, and stamped with the laboratory seal. Ten 


But in every age, and in every department of | 


Two large wooden bowls full of | 





pounds of mercury were congealed in the form of a cup, 
into which water was poured—presently the mercury fused, 
but the water solidified. A large platina crucible was heated 
intensely with a blast-lamp, some water thrown in it, and 
retained in a spheroidal condition, then poured upon the 
table; next some solid carbonic acid was introduced and 
allowed to remain for several minutes, and notwithstand- 
ing the intensity of the heat, but little evaporated. Then 
a mixture of solid carbonic acid and ether was placed in 
the red-hot crucible, and to demonstrate the intensity of 
the cold, a thimbleful of mercury was frozen under these 
remarkable circumstances, Lastly, the audience were snow- 
balled with the solid carbonic acid. The iecturer then pro- 
ceeded to discuss the relationship existing between medical 
schools, the medical profession, and the public, and closed 
with an address to the medical class. 


Original Communications, 


ON EXTENSION AND COUNTER-EXTENSION 
IN FRACTURES. 
BY DAVID P. SMITH, M.D. 


Wuen we hear sentiments the most opposite from men of 
equal authority in the practice of the healing art, it behooves 
us to inquire particularly into the subject under considera- 
tion, and ascertain, if possible, the reason for such diversity 
of opinion. I am persuaded that, in this way, much good 
may be accomplished, and dicta, at first glance directly 
opposed, may help establish each other's truth. The same 
words do not always mean the same things, and the aid of 
vision must be invoked in order to make out the exact 
sense intended to be conveyed. Thus it is that travel is so 
advantayeous to a medical man. He sees at a glance what 
pages of words would convey but a very meagre and per- 
haps inaccurate idea of. There are many things to be 
taken into account in the treatment of fractures which it is 
very difficult or impossible to express in words. Thus is it 
in regard to extension. By the word extension, the Eng- 
lish and French mean in reality the application of severe 
tension by means of narrow constrictive bands wound on 
without any regard to the physiology and pathology of the 
limb. The mechanical powers are applied by means of the 
screw, pulley, and axle borrowed from the carpenter, and 
his method of applying them to the insensible timber is 
strictly followed by the surgeon in adapting his appliances 
to the bruised, tender, and swelling limb. In a word, we 
borrow the instrument and the manner. 

Now, the best men among them, such as Syme of the pre- 
sent day, and Pott and John Bell of the past, have seen and 
recognised the grave complications arising from such car- 
penter-surgery, and have condemned it all under the name 
of extension. Unquestionably there are many sins of com- 
mission even now perpetrated in the United States upon 
broken limbs ; but there are a good many surgeons now in 
America who have recognised the difference between frac- 
tured limbs and sticks of timber, and who do apply exten- 
sion in so careful and judicious a manner, that they secure 
its benefits without running any risks of excoriation or irri- 
tation of the muscles. In a word, the Americans, at least 
some of them, by the use of extension so applied as to yield 
all of its advantages and none of its heretofore common dis- 
asters, are now making better cures of their fractures than 
any one else. But how is it that very good cures, better 
than the average, are made by Mr. Syme and others who 
scout at the idea of extension? Must there not be some 
guiding principle then in the treatment of fractures, the 
observation of which is essential, and which, though always 
the same, may be accomplished by procedures bearing dif- 
ferent names, and, to some minds, seeming of different 
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Acports of Aospitals. 


ST. VINCENT’S HOSPITAL. 
Surereat Cases. 

[Reported by Wat. O’MeaGcuex, M.D., Resident Physician and Surgeon.] 
Distocation into Tuyroiw Foramesn—Repvcrtion py Retn’s 
Metunop. 

Jouxn H——, a German storekeeper 
ried, was’ admitted to ‘ 
1860, under the care of Dr. T. C. Finnell. On the previous 
day, while walking in company with several others, he was 
suddenly pushed off the sidewalk, and fell on some loose 
tw her persons falling on him. When taken up, 

» walk or stand on the left leg, and had to 
yed home. On admission he suffered considerable 
ecially when any attempt was made to discover 
of the aceident. The limb was flexed at the 


33 years of age, unmar- 
the $ ‘al Division July 5, 
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Oct, 27, 1860. . 
knee, considerably abducte its fellow, and a hollow 
trochanter; the foot 
everted, and by accurate measurement a le: 
and a half inches discovered. He had to be supported 
by pillows in a sitting position, owing to the extreme 
pain produced when he attempted to lie down. These 
put together pointed out a dislocation into the foramen 
thy roideum as the true diagnosis Next 
day Dr, Finnell proceeded to n anipulate the limb, as 
recommended by Dr. Reid, of Roches er, while the patient 
r the full.influence of ether. During the trial the 

bone slipped from its first abnormal position, 


was observed in the position of 


vthening of one 


li 


* the accident. 


and another dislocation on the.dorsum ilii was produced ; 
this, however, was overtome by a little forced extension, 

id the limb was finally reduced to its natural position. 
The patient was removed to bed, and the feet tied together. 
In five days he 
Atte 


*? 
vl 


was allowed to rise and sit in his chair, 
r this he gradually began to move about, and at the 
il of four weeks was able to attend his business. 


Nervous Tremor curep py Evecrriciry. 

James Crospy, aged 30 years, from the country, came to 
the Hospital on the 4th of Sept. last. He was a man of 
stout build, though prematurely grey, of regular habits, and 
hard labor. He was a married man, his 
youngest child being only seven months old, and his virile 
appetite unimpaired. He was attacked with a universal 
nervous tremor about four years previously, after having 
ul dergone considerable hardship and taken cold, This 

continued all the time without any material change, 
with the exception of a slight alleviation while he walked 
or stood erect, but on sitting down the shaking resumed its 
former condition, when he would make every article in the 
room vibrate in answer to his own involuntary movements. 
These were more particularly apparent in the extremities, 
but the head and trunk were also affected, and his voice too 
was tremulous from the same cause. The tonene alone 
was unaffected, but the muscles of the face were in constant 
He had been under medical treatment nearly all 
the time, but to no purpose. His general health had given 
way a good deal, his appetite being poor, bowels consti- 
pated, and rest disturbed. Despairing of the efficacy of 
drugs in his case, I had him electrified every other day by 
means of a small battery, and after the first application the 
tremor abated somewhat, so much so that I was very much 
encouraged to follow it up, which I did, having substituted 
a more powerful machine, in order to increase its effect. 
After a few trials he improved very much; the tremor had 
almost subsided, his bowels became regular (a fact I have 
had occasion to notice in many other cases of nervous 
lesion, especially paralysis); he slept soundly, ate heartily, 
resuming flesh and strength rapidly, and went home 
rejoicing after a sojourn of only two weeks, with scarcely 
a sign of tremor, or the slightest indisposition whatever. 


accustomed to 
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action, 


Temporary Hemiptecia From Concusston. 
Joun M., et. 50, a porter in a carpet warehouse, was 
admitted to the surgical division, March 19, 1860, laboring 
under the effects of concussion. On the 15th inst., while 
crossing the basement floor, he tripped over a roll of carpet 
and fell heavily, striking the bridge of his nose against the 
sharp edge of a wooden counter. The wound, a slight 
contused one, bled for ten or fifteen minutes, during which 
time he remained insensible.e When he recovered, he 
experienced an inability to raise or use the right arm and 
leg. He remained under the care of a medical practitioner 
for three days, and on the fourth entered the hospital. On 
admission, the prominent symptoms were, as described 
above; in addition, he had been laboring under retention of 
urine for three days, and his bowels had not been moved 
for the same length of time; the upper and lower extremi- 
ties cedematous, especially on the right side; action of the 
heart, labored, irregular, intermittent, the pulse indicating 
the same morbid phenomena; speech fluttering and thick: 





American Medical Times. 


sleep disturbed. Otherwise he had a good appetite; the 
tongue, and muscles of the face, not affected; no cough; no 
albumen in the urine. He was of a full habit, with the 
appearance of a person broken down from dissipation, but 
this he repeatedly denied, and there was no proof other- 
wise to sustain the supposition, A catheter was introduced, 
and about three pints of red turbid urine withdrawn; a 
terebinth enema was administered, and he slept comfortably 
for several hours; beef tea and stimulants in moderation 
were directed. This treatment was continued for several 
days, without any apparent benefit, the prominent symp- 
toms remaining the same; the catheter was used twice and 
sometimes thrice in twenty-four hours; sleep disturbed, for 
which he was ordered 311, U. 8. Sol. Morph. The costive 
condition of his bowels was only effectually overcome by 
enemata. Gradually, however, he began to improve, the 
morbid symptoms gradually disappeared, and he was dis- 
charged convalescent one month from the date of admis- 
sion, the irregular action of the heart alone remaining of all 
the other symptoms. 


Clinical Becord. 


COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS. 
Pror. Parker anp Marxoe’s Curie. 
Monpay, Octoser 15, 1860. 

CHRONIC FIBROUS INFLAMMATION OF ELBOW-JOINT RESULTING 
IN SYNOVITIS.—REMARKS BY DR. MARKOE, 
Micnatt F., blacksmith, set. 35, was engaged 20 months 
ago in shoeing a horse, when the animal made a sudden 
start, twisted the right arm of the patient, and caused a 
strain of the elbow-joiut. For a year afterwards there was 
considerable swelling present, and he continued to suffer 
from pain and stiffness in the part. Notwithstanding this, 
however, he was able to work at his trade. About 8 months 
ago a small circumscribed swelling appeared over the 
external condyle; this in due time suppurated and dis- 
charged itself, leaving an opening which would not heal. 
His constitution is unimpaired. 

temarks.—The injury did not evidently result in acute 
synovitis, inasmuch as there now appear no marks of such 
a severe disease, and, moreover, the patient would not have 
been able to work as he has done. From the fact that the 
disease has been so sluggish, and has given such a slight 
amount of pain, we are justified in supposing that the 
inflammation was confined to the fibrous structure around 
the joint, causing an interstitial deposit in those tissues, and 
thus giving rise to the stiffuess which the patient complains 
of, This condition is not of itself a dangerous one, only so 
far as it acts as a predisposing cause to other diseases which 
tend to produce disorganization of the joints. Now the 
appearance and behavior of the circumscribed swelling 
show that one of two things has taken place; either the 
localized inflammation involves simply the periosteum, or 
has extended itself to the synovial membrane. We con- 
clude that the latter has taken place, in consequence of the 
characteristic appearance of synovial fluid which escapes 
at the opening when the surrounding parts are pressed 
upon. There is only one other condition that can be mis- 
taken for this, and that is inflammation of the bursa; but 
the fluid discharged under those circumstances has not that 
stringy adhesiveness which is recognised as belonging to 
synovia, This disease is not necessarily confined to the 
synovial membrane, but is very apt to extend itself until 
the cartilage is destroyed, and perhaps the bone itself is 
involved. In this case, as shown by an examination with 
the probe, the diseased action has not extended further than 
the synovial membrane, but a small portion of which 
seems to be affected. This latter circumstance can be 
accounted for by bearing in mind that in such cases nature 
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forms a barrier of solidified tissue around an inflamed por- 
tion, thus preventing the further extension of the disease. 

Preatment.—The first indication is rest to the joint, and 
this can be kest effected by confining the limb in an angu- 
lar tin splint. When this is done the inflammatory condi- 
tion can be brought under control by the judicious applica- 
tion of counter-irritants, such as tincture of iodine, blisters, 
or issues, according to the special indications that may be 
present. If these means should fail, we have another 
resource in the steady use of small doses of bichloride of 
mercury, in addition to which stimulating injections may 
be used, such as a weak solution of iodine, of the bichloride 
of mercury, or of the sulphate of zinc. The diagnosis in 
this case is very favorable. 

POTT’S DISEASE OF SPINE.——-REMARKS BY DR. PARKER. 

A German, 19 years of age, first noticed about three years 
ago, a weakness in the small of his back, attended with 
more or less pain on motion of the part. These symptoms 
increased until a swelling appeared on the front part of his 
thigh. The patient does not seem to have suffered from 
any marked constitutional disturbance in consequence. No 
hereditary predisposition discoverable. On examination, a 
small pr jection was noticed about the middle of the dorsal 
region, which was painfil on pressure. The swelling upon 
the front of the thigh was fluctuating to the feel, and was 
traceable under Poupart’s ligament into the iliac fossa. 
The patient was directed to arch his spinal column by 
stooping, to pick up something from the floor, but was 
unable to do so. The case was di ated as Pott’s 
disease of the spine, with abscess. 

Remarks.—In remarking upon the case, Dr, Parker main- 
tained that the loss of power to arch the spinal column was 
ihe symptom to be relied on in making a diagnosis; 


diagnosti 


that 
patients affected with the disease invariably kept the back 
straightened, and stooped by merely bending their legs 
under them. The reason for this was simply to prevent 
any extra pressure upon the bodies of the vertebra in 
which the diseased action was located. In reference to the 
position of the abscess as aiding in the diagnosis from her- 
nia, he stated that in the latter affection the swelling was 
invariably upon the inside of vessels, while in the former 
the tumor was found equally often upon the outside of those 
In about 30,000 cases reported by Mr. Lawrence, 
but one or two exceptions to this rule were found where a 
hernial tumor existed outside of the vessels. 

Treatment.—The disease being always associated with a 
scrofulous diathesis, the treatment must be essentially tonic 
in character. Cod liver oil, iron, and fresh air, were the 
only remedies that gave any prospect of cure. The spine 
might be supported by a proper appliance, and the local 
tenderness be greatly benefited by the employment of 
counter-irritation. In reference to the abscess, the treat- 
ment recommended was the formation of a valvular open- 
ing, according to the plan of “Old John Abernethy,” the 
object being merely to relieve any undue tension of the 
parts by allowing but a small quantity of pus to escape at 
a time, and also by closing up the opening to prevent the 
access of air to the cavity, and the consequent conversion 
of its lining membrane into a pus-secreting (pyogenic) sur- 
face. The object of this treatment is also to guard against 
ulceration of the walls of the cavity, which is obviously 
attended with very disastrous results to the patient. The 
prognosis given in this case was favorable. 


vessels, 
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UNIVERSITY MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
Pror. Jonn T. Mercarre’s Curinic. 
Ocroner 17T1H, 1860. 
TUBERCULOUS DISEASE OF THE LUNGS. 
E. K., xt. 46, a laborer by occupation, after having been 
exposed six months ago to cold, was seized with a cough, 
which in the course of three or four days was attended 
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with the discharge of a teaspoonful of blood mixed in the 
expectoration. Some weeks later he had three or four 
other attacks of hemorrhage, the discharge amounting in 
one instance to a teacupful of blood. He spits up from 
time to time muco-purulent matter, which is greatest in 
quantity immediately after rising in the morning. In the 
act of coughing he complains of more or less pain through 
the superior portion of the left chest. The right shoulder 
droops somewhat. There is also considerable dyspnoea 
present, the respiratory act being confined for the most 
part to the lower portions of the chest. The patient has 
suffered occasionally from night sweats, and has noticed 
from time to time a tendency to a burning heat of the hands 
and feet. Notwithstanding the digestive organs are and 
have been in a good condition, he has become somewhat 
emaciated. All the other functions of the body are per- 
fectly performed. 
average size: respiration 40. 

Physical Exramination.—No difference of vocal vibration 
on the two sides: soreness on percussion, which is due to 
local inflammation of pleura, more marked on right side 
than left; and the percussion note under the clavicle is 
sharper and higher on the right than the left side; above 
the clavicle this difference is marked. On _ the 
right side under the clavicle inspiration is harsh; expi- 
ration prolonged, and resonance of voice augmented, The 
same signs exist on the left side, except that the pro- 
longation of the expiration, if there is a difference, is more 
marked. There is an exaggeration of the vocal reso- 
nance on both sides. Behind the left clavicle there exists 
a slight subcrepitant rhouchus, with forced respiration; on 
the opposite side (posteriorly) the same signs are noticed, 
with the exception that the part is dull on percussion. In 
the right intra-seapular region there is bronchial respiration 
and bronchophony, with a slight amount of subcrepitant 
rhonchus. The symptoms in the left intra-scapular region 
are the same, but less intensified. The heart sounds, though 
normal in character, are transmitted with unusual clearness 
to the point of right shoulder. Over the lower half of the 
luig posteriorly as anteriorly the respiration and voice are 
nearly natural, 

Diagnosis.—The rational symptoms point clearly to the 
fact that the chest is the seat of serious disease, and the 
result of the physical examination certainly confirms that 
suspicion. The falling down of the right shoulder proves 
that the right lung has become atrophied, and the dulness 


more 


on percussion, prolonged expiration, and exaggeration of 


the vocal resonance, show that the natural elasticity of the 
organs is interfered with. The solidification of the lung is 
not due to pneumonia, because this latter is an acute affec- 
tion, rarely lasting over three weeks, and there are no attend- 
ant night sweats, emaciation, nor hemoptysis. It might be 
cancer, but this disease in the organs referred to is almost 
always associated with a deposit in other parts of the body, 
and besides it is very rare in occurrence ;° when, however, 
it does exist, it is exceedingly difficult of diagnosis. The 
presence of a fibro-plastic, cystic, or other tumor in the 
chest, might give rise to the physical signs enumerated, but 
none of the constitutional symptoms as shown to exist in 
this case would be present. Pleuritie effusion may also 
cause dulness on percussion, prolonged expiration, bronchial 
respiration and bronchophony, but all these signs are con- 
fined to the lower parts of the chest, the opposite being the 
case in tuberculous disease. 

Prognosis.—The prognosis in this case, inasmuch as the 
important function of digestion remains unimpaired, is 
good; but more especially is this the case when we take 
into account that the patient has no hereditary predisposi- 
tion to the disease. 

Treatment.—As the disease is one of nutrition, the indica- 
tions plainly enough point to the en of a good nutri- 
tious diet, and a tonic course generally ; enjoin exercise in 
the open air; give cod-liver oil together with some one of 
the preparations of iron. Expectorant mixtures are in the 
main more hurtful than beneficial; the proper way to cure 
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The pulse is 108, regular, soft, and of 
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the cough is by the removal of the cause of that symptom 
by the means already advised. These mixtures are never 
productive of any good in allaying a distressing cough, 
except they contain some preparation of opium; and such 
mixtures always occasion a derangement of the digestive 
organs. This is an important point to take into considera- 
tion in any case where the administration of the drug seems 
to be required. 

Remarks.—The increased disposition to cough in the 
morning is due to the fact that during sleep the mucus is 
allowed to collect in the bronchial tubes in consequence of 
the diminution of the perceptive power of the brain during 
that period. Pain through the upper part of the chest, 
from the cardiac region to the scapula, is frequently com- 
plained of by patients suffering from phthisis. The presence 
of a moist subcrepitant rhonchus is accounted for either by 
supposing the existence of a small cavity containing partially 
broken down tuberculous matter, or which is by far most 
commonly the case, the presence of a local bronchitis. You 
cannot have tuberculous deposit without the coexistence of 
bronchitis; and local pleurisy is also intimately associated 
with the deposit, for there are scarcely one or two cases out 
of a hundred where this inflammation is not present. 
When hemoptysis exists, if you exclude the question of 
disease of the heart, and some rare forms of disease of the 
lung, you may be almost certain that the cause of the symp- 
tom is referable to pulmonary tuberculosis, 


Pror. Wa. H. Van Buren’s Cine. 
Oct. 1Tru, 1860. 
NECROSIS OF FEMUR—-OPERATION. 


Tue patient, a young man nineteen years of age, was in 
his usual health until seven months ago, when after expo- 
sure to.old he was attacked by a violent pain in the right 
thigh at its lower part just above the knee. The pain 
became very excessive, fever came on, and he was confined 
to his bed in consequence. In the course of a week or ten 
days the fever subsided, but the swelling began to assume 
the character of an abscess, which at the end of a month 
discharged itself; at first by an opening upon the outside of 
the limb, and afterwards by another on the inside, nearly 
opposite to the former. The patient then began to get 
about, but the swelling became harder, and its volume con- 
tinued to increase so that at the time he presented himself 
to the clinic it was about one-third larger than the corres- 
ponding part of the thigh on the opposite side. The two 
openings remained, forming sinuses which discharged pus 
and communicated with dead bone by a common cavity. 
A probe could be passed behind the bone, and completely 
through the limb from side to side. One extremity of the 
probe being slightly bent, could be passed into a small 
cavity on the posterior aspect of the femur. 

Remarks.—The patient was seized with acute periostitis 
seven months ago which resulted in death of the bone; in 
the meantime nature has surrounded the dead portion by a 
shell of new bone (involucrum), which enables the young 
man to walk about. The dead portion is called the seques- 
trum, while the openings leading to the same are styled 
cloace. This man was advised to submit to an operation 
from the fact that dead bone was supposed to exist in the 
cavity of the involucrum. Six months having elapsed since 
the disease showed itself, it is fair to infer that the necrosed 
portion has become sufficiently detached to enable us to 
remove it. If we do not succeed in bringing away any 
dead bone, the object of the operation will nevertheless be 
attained by making a free opening down to the diseased 
portion, The reason why the operation is advised is in 
consequence of the vicinity of the sequestrum to the knee- 
joint and to the popliteal artery. The former is in danger 
of an attack of suppurative inflammation, while the coats 
of the latter are liable to become eroded by the pressure of 
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any sharp spicula that may be in its neighborhood, thus 
giving rise to fearful hemorrhage from that vessel. It is 
the possibility of these accidents that justities the surgeon 
in advising an operation with as little delay as possi- 
ble. 

The Operation.—The patient being etherized, the opera- 
tion was performed by Dr. Van Buren. It consisted in 
making an incision, about six inches in length, on the outer 
aspect of the limb along the border of the biceps flexor 
cruris muscle. The incision passed through the cloaca and 
terminated a short distance below it. A division was 
effected between the tendons of the biceps muscle and the 
vastus externus, when the periosteum was dissected up and 
the external surface of the involucrum exposed. An 
irregular opening about three and a half inches long was 
made through the shell of bone, by the use successively of 
the trephine, mallet, and chisel, and rongeur. The cavity 
thus exposed was lined by the characteristic pus-secreting 
velvety membrane. Several small spicule of bone were 
then removed with a forceps, and the wound afterwards 
dressed from the bottom in order to allow the free escape 
of pus, and also to favor the proper filling up of the cavity 
by granulation. 


JOURNALS FOR SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER. 


Onto Mepicat anv Sureica, Journar.—Sept. 


Art. I. Remarks on the Address of Dr. Holmes before the 
Mass. Med, Society, by the Eprtror. Arr. IL. Notes on some 
of the Chemical Reactions of Nicotine and Daturine, by 
'l. G. Wormstey. Arr. IIL. A New Operation for Proci- 
dentia Uteri, with a Successful Case, by Prof. J. O. Bron- 
son.—The mucous membrane was removed from the vaginal 
wall on both sides, for the space of five-eighths of an inch 
wide and two inches long, and four iron wire interrupted 
sutures applied as in a simple incised wound. 


Tne American Mepicat Montuty anp New York Review. 
October. 


Art. I.—Clinical Researches on the Action of Diuretic 
Remedies, by Avustix Fint, M.D.—The author gives the 
history of ten cases in which he reports from day to day 
the treatment, quantity of urine, specific gravity, and 
amount of solids in twenty-four hours, The acetate of 
potassa was given in three cases, all of which were cases of 
sub-acute rheumatism, with the effect of increasing both the 
quantity and solid constituents of the urine. The nitrate 
of potassa was given in six cases, viz. four of ascites depen- 
dent on cirrhosis, and two of albuminuria from Bright’s 
disease ; and in all the cases, save one, the remedy was 
followed by an immediate increase of the quantity of urine 
and amount of solids. 
albuminuria in which vomiting and purging were promi- 
nent symptoms, and the remedy appeared to act as a 
cathartic. Digitalis, squills, and juniper were given in com- 
bination in two cases of albuminuria; in one no diuretic 
effect was produced, but in the other the quantity of urine 
and the amount of solids were increased in the same pro- 
portion. Iodide of potassium was given in one case of 
albuminuria; the dose was small, and no diuretic effect 
produced. In one case of subacute rheumatism the wine 
of colechicum was given, which appeared to increase the 
amount of solids, while the quantity remained unchanged. 
The external use of diuretics was employed in three cases, in 
which a mixture of the tinctures of digitalis, squills, and iodine 
was applied freely over the abdomen twice daily, accom- 
panied with brisk friction, with apparent diuretic effect. 
The author concludes that not much reliance can be placed 
upon the value of diureties in the treatment of ascites 


The exceptional case was one of | 


dependent upon cirrhosis, as they augment the solids out of | 





JOURNALS FOR SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER. 





Oct. 27, 1860, 


297 


proportion to the increase in quantity, thereby tending to 
injure rather than benefit the patient ; that they may some- 
times be usefully employed in the treatment of albuminuria 
dependent, on Bright's disease ; that the rational indication 
in the treatment of subacute rheumatism by diuretics is to 
increase the solids of the urine, and the acetate of potassa 
seems to fulfil this indication. He offers to furnish a proper 
field of study to any competent young man willing to 
devote a portion of his time in the further pursuit of this 
subject. Arr. IL.—Lecture on Displacements of the Uterus, 
by E.R. Peaster, M.D. Ant. Il].—JLecture on the Physio- 
logy of the Circulation, by J.C. Davroy, Jr., M.D. Art. IV. 
—A new instrument for the local application of anasthetic 
and stimulating vapors for deafness, neuralgia., &e., by H. P. 
Dewees, M.D., New York. It consists of a delicate retort 
with nozzle projecting an inch and a half, perforated by a 
capillary aperture, and a supply-tube rising about an inch 
above the level of the curved neck; this being filled with 
ether is placed in a glass-receiver, filled with moderately 
warm water, and the nozzle applied to the part affected. 


— 


Scuoot Ventitation.—In this age of gregarious cha- 
rity, we too frequently see benevolent impulses lead- 
ing to the most pernicious maleficence. A blind pro- 
pensity to do good, goaded into activity by want of ra- 
tional occupation, originates the wildest projects of hu- 
man reformation and modelling, and attempts to carry 
them out with an almost incredible recklessness as to 
means and secondary consequences. Churches are built 
with every conceivable defect of arrangement and ventila- 
tion, endowed with the pittance of a Manchester weaver, 
and the poor of the neighborhood crowded into them, 
under the relentless tyranny of a well-organized brigade of 
district visitors. The pallid face of the gasping preacher, 
and the worn and weary aspect of the congregation, are 
easily interpreted by the physiologist. The souls supposed 
to be saved are hurried into eternity from that foetid atmo- 
sphere without remorse. The most picturesque infanticidal 
schools spring up in every parish. Medizval romancers 
point with delight to their high-pitched roofs, tiny windows, 
and thermometers with columns of mercury motionless as 
bars of iron. Charming, but stupifying, equability, of tem- 
perature! Ifin a village, we are sure to find them in the 
nearest proximity to some stagnant pool; if in a town, in 
the darkest and closest corner. Now it may be very 
gratifying to the good people concerned in these depopulat- 
ing processes to pique themselves upon their facile accom- 
modation to circumstances, and their pliancy in stooping to 
the level of the poorest and the lowest. But if we follow 
out thetr doings beyond the forcing of a few ephemeral 
creatures up to the standard of some flashy and flippant 
school inspector, we meet with traces of irredeemable evil 
at every step. Designs planned in ignorance are committed 
to the working of ignorant agents, who, when they encoun- 
ter thwarts and difliculties, grow exasperated, peevish, and 
more rigidly severe and unjust in their discipline. Children 
are gathered together in these “ educational” places, like 
the Strasburg geese, are crammed with crude, miscellaneous 
elements of all the sciences, driven to “ Divine worship” 
twice a day to endure Eburian tortures, collectised, cate- 
chised, biblicised, and textified, in the intervals, by some 
devoted lady patroness, who marvels at the reluctance and 
lethargy of her protegées, attributes the irritability and slug- 
gishness resulting from overtasked powers and bad atmo- 
sphere to innate wickedness and obstinacy, insists upon sub- 
mission, orders punishment, and is indignantly inflexible. 
She expects penitence and amendment, and gets the sem- 
blance of it; while she crushes some spirits, taints many 
minds, and leaves the trail of retrograde change and dis- 
ease in every delicate organization she has the care of— 
Medical Times and Gazette, 
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n of all whos 


sideration. Could we deter- 


ster of the recruits that are to-day admitted 
' the army, we ¢ 


va! l with certainty foretell 


that army 


when the 

Te need searcely add that if J n th 
t, many who now enter upon their medical studies have 
ld wish not 
threshold of the temple as 
would carefully 30% 


pe 
no proper qual fications, We c 
that those 


that it Were 


who stand at the 


its guardians, n the applicants for ad- 


and 
} 


ie 


mission, turn away to more congenial pursuits the 


ignorant, t immoral, the unworthy. Every associat on 
of men, for whatever purpose, guards vigilantly the door 
through which accession is gained to its ranks. The wisest 
and most trustworthy are stationed at the portals to exa- 
mine each candidate that no improper person may become 
a member of its select body, and change the peculiarity of 
But the ancient and honorable 


profession of medicine gives little heed, in this country at 


its original organization, 


least, to the character and trustworthiness of those who guard 


the portals of its temples. Unconcerned it witnesses the 
annual influx of members, and sees the most unworthy too 
often elevated to the privileges and honors of its order with- 
out a remonstrance. It is true that hitherto the profession, 


as a body, has lacked the organization, and consequently 
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the power, to protect itself from these degrading associa- 
tions. The field of legitimate medicine, like a wide domain 
ly hedged, is guarded by mere nary sentinels, 
and thousands, unqualified, annually purchase admission, 
and with the meritorious 


most its rich fruits. 


But a better day is dawning upon American medicine, and 


brignter 


r era will ere long occur in its history. 


garner 


The pro- 
has 


at large which is already 
ntly powerful, were its forces but properly directed, 


to protect 


an organization 


its own domain from further incursions. Through 
the medium of the American, Medical Association, it can 
erect such defences as it chooses, and dictate, authoritatively, 
who may, and who shall not, be admitted to its highest 
privilege That it 


, riv iat ves, 
by legal force, 


cannot compel the educating bodies, as 
to scan more closely the preliminary qualifi- 
students 


cations of and indicate 


the standard of educa- 
ional qualifications of graduates, is very true; but it can 
by suitable organization establish its own standard of edu- 
tion, have its own examining body, and confer its own 
1 demand this of the 


the honor, dignity, and 


ca 
m 
2110 CALE 


American Medical Associati 


1oOn > 


devrees, neies of our times 
character of American medicine are approaching a crisis 
We 


this 


which this body can avert not indicate 


to be 


soon be 


may now 


precise steps by which ereat reform is 
hed, but that the initiatory step must 
n, and the work resolute ly prosecute d to its consumma- 


tion, no one who has at heart the honor of our profession 
can for a doubt. In 
ch ols privil re 


{ 


students’ number of 


moment the collection of medical 
to present in the 


the Mepicat Tives, we have, we 


which it was our 


think, laid a foundation for rational speculation in regard to 


medical education in the United States. It not only affords 


needed, of learning the advantages 


the opportunity, much 


vhich the schools in different sections of the country offer 


to students, but what is of more consequence, we there 
learn the value which each school attaches to its diploma. 
This valuation indicates their standard of medical education. 
It is not our intention at this time to enter upon that critical 
examination of the subject of medical education, to which 
this collection invites us, but simply to offer some general 
conclusions which are apparent on a superficial examina- 
tion. What will, perhaps, prove to the mass of readers the 
most marked difference in our medical schools, has a sec- 
tional bearing, viz. between the Northern and Southern 
schools. It will be noticed that the fees in the Southern 
schools are uniformly high, those most recently established 
having a scale as high as the largest and most favored 
of the North. the Northern schools 


the seale of fees varies from the lowest of the South- 


schools Among 
ern schools, to the price of the parchment for a diploma, 
If the scale of fees indicates anything as regards the esti- 
mate of the school of its educational advantages, and the 
ralue of a thorough medical education, this exhibition of 
figures shows a vastly higher appreciation of a medical 
education at the South, than at the North. The next 
most striking feature in the schools is the almost uni- 
versal interest now manifested in clinical instruction. 
This is indeed the most hopeful sign of the times. Here- 
tofore the importance which the schools attached to clinical 
advantages depended entirely upon the facilities which 
their particular location happened to afford. The school so 
unfortunate as to have a situation distant from any hospi- 
| tal or infirmary, loudly decried clinical instruction, and 
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many will remember that a venerable professor went so far 
afew years ago as to regard it as absolutely injurious to the 
student. Schools situated in our lake and seaport towns, 
saw their advantage, and vaunted their facilities for clinical 
instruction, and, not unfrequently,: published in their annual 
circulars a list of all the medical institutions of the town, 
many of which were not even open to a transient visitor. 
Although clinical instruction, as given in our colleges and 
hospitals, lacks system, and is as inefficient as it well can 
be, still we attach to it so much importance, that we regard 
this evident desire on the part of the schools to afford such 
advantages to their pupils as in the highest degree encou- 
raging. Again, it will be noticed, that nearly all of our 
most flourishing schools have large Faculties, and length- 
ened courses of instruction, several extending their terms 
to five months. This fact is worthy of notice, as it is due 
to the direct influence of the American Medical Association. 
In concluding these desultory remarks, which the open- 
ing of the medical session has suggested, we may add that 
a careful observation of the history of our educational 
bodies for the last few years, reveals certain inevitable ten- 
dencies which afford reliable data from which to cast the 
horoscope of the medical schools of this country. Clinical 
instruction is to be 
medical education, and hence those colleges located in 
populous towns which abound in public medical charities, 
will make the strongest appeal to students, and gain the 
largest classes. Those cities, again, which offer to th 
schools the largest advantages for hospital practice, will 
Nor 
is it diffieult, in the light of the above facts, to indicate the 
cities which are to be crowned with this proud distinction. 


become inevitably the centres of medical education, 


That different sections of our wide extended republic must 
which the differences 
are to be especially 


have their own schools of medicine, in 
of diseases dependent upon climate 
taught, is evident. The North must have her own schools, 
and the South and West must have theirs. Already the 
Pacific coast constitutes a fourth climatic division which 


must have its schools. The great emporia of these grand 


divisions of the country must become the centres alike of 


commerce and education. 
pat Son BS pear 
‘ THE WEEK. 

A case of death from the carelessness of a druggist is 
reported in the city. The following is the report :— 

On Saturday afternoon Coroner O’Keefe concluded an 
inquest at No, 230 Sullivan street, on the body of Catha- 
rine Madden, a child three years of age, who died on Wed- 
nesday evening. It appeared in evidence that the child 
had been ill for some time, and was attended by Dr. Kelly. 
On Wednesday the Doctor left a prescription for the child, 
embracing in its composition a quantity of quinine. This 
prescription was put up by John G. Manning, a druggist 
living at No. 139 Bleecker street, who carelessly substituted 
morphine for the quinine ordered. The consequence was 
that a single dose killed the child. The Jury rendered a 
verdict of death through the carelessness of the apothecary. 
Coroner O'Keefe thereupon ordered Mr. Manning to find 
bail in the sum of $1,000 to answer any bill which the 
Grand Jury might find against him, and to stand commit- 
ted until the bail was procured. 

To prevent such errors, it has been suggested by the 
English journals that druggists should keep all potent arti- 
cles, or such as are called poisons, in colored bottles, or 


come the sine qui non in a course of 
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those having a peculiar shape, with narrow necks, or of an 
angular fluted figure, in order that in obtaining them, the 
attention should necessarily be directed to their peculiarity. 
The suggestion is a valuable one, and deserves the attent on 
of our druggists. Mere labels are not sufficient, as is proved 
by the frequently recurring accidents like that above re- 
corded. A recent number of the Lancet contains a long 
list of cases of accidental poisoning by these mistakes 
Among them we notice strychnine given instead of santo- 
nine; laudanum instead of black draught; colchicum wine 


instead of antimonial wine; tincture of aconite 


instead of 
tincture of chiretta; laudanum instead of tincture of rhubarb, 
Many instances are also recorded in which a peculiarity of 
construction of the vial would have arrested attention, ‘and 
saved much suffering, and oftentimes life, 

It might be supposed that an event like the visit of the 
Prince of Wales to our city, which has filled tl 
papers to overflowing with matter of the most e 


pop ilar interest 


, might furnish at least a paragraph for a 
medical periodical wherewithal to commemorate 


rate the oreat 
occasion. But for such a purpose it was productive of only a 


incident, which, however, was of so much importa 


singie | ance 


to the public that we should be guilty of inexcusable ind 


cord d. 


in @ morning paper alludes to what 


ference if we let it pass unr The following 


the future historian 
New York should regard as the most noteworthy event of 
the week, if not of the year:— 

“At the sp cial rec of the Mayor of 
City Inspector will, on Wednesday night, cl  follow- 
ing streets through which it is reasonable to suppose that 
Baron Renfrew will pass during his visit here: Fift) 
nue, Waverl y place, Broadway, Astor place, Lafayette 
pla c, Bowe1 - Chatham street, Second 
third an l Forty-second streets,” 


jin st 


avenue, 


Tue medical department of our public charities labors under 


a most serious disadvantage. We refer to the political and 
consequently unstable character of the appointing power. 
Aside from the utter incompetency of the governing Board 
of these inst 


itutions to make judicious selections of medical 


officer 3, the constant liability of a change of their political 
complexion, and the compulsion of the medical aspirant to 
office to assume a political character as a necessary pre- 
requisite, tends to render the medical government insuffi- 
cient, and degrade the medical officer to a 


common political hack, 


level with the 
The public charities of this city 
afford many melancholy instances of improper appointments 
from thiscause. The Ohio Penitentiary has recently under- 
gone a change in its medical management 
forcibly illustrates the truth of this remark. An educated 
and competent physician has been removed by the Gov- 


which also 


ernor, and his place filled by an irregular practitioner, 
doubtless entirely unqualified for the position. 


Betievve Hosprran is to have 
meeting of the Medical Board an 


Ata 
appropriation was made, 
a librarian appointed, and rooms set apart for this purpose. 
A well selected library will be a most valuable acquisition 
to this institution, now the resort of such a large number of 
medical students. We may add, also, that through the 
liberality of the commissioners, a Microscopist 


a library. recent 


is to be ap- 
pointed to the Hospital staff, who will be furnished with all 
the necessary apparatus for conducting microscopical re- 
searches, 
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OPHTHALMOLOGY. 
By Henry D. Noyes, M.D. 


Cor tributions to the Knowledge of Defects of Refraction and 
of Accommodation, ( Beitrage zur Kenntniss der Lefractions- 
und Accommodations Anomalien.) By F, C. aw Ar- 
chiv tur Ophthalmologie, Ba. VI. Ab th. I. Ss. 2 2-105.— 
In this paper Donders (of U hat continues 
the subject of an earlier number of the Archives, giving 
it a wider range, and embodying original views 
and discoveries. The paper is contunued in the succeeding 
part of the Archives, and is illustrated by several diagrams, 
The whole deserves complete translation as an important 
addition to ophthalmic knowledge, and a condensation, in 
order to do it *, must be rather lengthy. His first 
section is given ta the “ 
Retraction,” 


Professor 


some 


justice 


in which he proceeds : 

For clear and distinct perception of an object two con- 
ditions are necessary. First, a well defined and inverted 
image must be formed upon the anterior surface of the layer 
of rods and cones (Jacob's membrane) of the Retina: second, 
the local Impression thus excited must be transmitted to 
the fibres of the optic nerve, be imparted to the brain, and 
then in reversed direction be projected outwards. 

By this twofold inversion the projected image will cor- 
respond to the object ; we aver that we see the object When 
it is really only the projected Retinal image which stands 
before our eyes, All defects of vision arise from non-ful- 
filment either of one of these conditions, or of both com- 
bined. If projection of the picture outwards is disturbed, 
whe sang by anom: ilies in the retina, in the optic nerve, or 
in the brain, then the disease will belong to the domain 
of amblyopia or amaurosis. On the other hand, if no 
Retinal image is formed, it must be either because the rays 
are too much diffused in the interior of the eye, or because 
there are opacities of the media. Lastly, the image may 
not tall exactly upon the layer of rods and cones of the 
Retina, while the object shall be within the usual 
clear vision, and when there are 
normal curvature 
there 


no deviations from the 
of the surfaces of the media:—when this 
is the case must exist faults of refraction or of accom- 
modation. 

Defects of sight may therefore be divided into three prin- 
cipal classes (speaking of vision with only one eye), viz. 
amblyopia, opacities, defeets of refraction or of accommo- 
dation. 

To the last group IT now direct attention. “The distance 
of distinct vision” is something often spoken of, and great 
pains have been taken to determine it with precision, But 
in the normal e *ye there is more than one “ distance of dis- 
tinct vision :” there is a point nearest to the eye to which 
it can accommodate, and there is another point most 
remote: every point lying betwéen these limits becomes 
each for itself a “ distance of distinct vision.” If the nearest 
point and the remotest point are known, the scope or 
breadth of accommodation can be obtained by the method 
which I indicated in a former paper.* Let r represent the 
distance from the eye, of the remotest point, let p represent 
the distance of the proximal or nearest point,—then the 

breadth of accommodation will be given by the formula: 
A=!t_} 

In an ideal eye the remotest point will be at an infinite 
distance, that is the eye will be able to bring parallel rays to 
a focus upon the layer of rods and cones, But few eyes 
correspond to this ideal. Very often parallel rays are 
brought to a focus in front of the retina, so that a distinct 
retinal picture is obtained only of objects at a finite dis- 


* Archiv fiir Ophth. Ba. vii. 8. 801. 


MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


definition and division of defects of 


range of 


Oct. 27, 1860. 


tance. The rays coming from these objects when the 

enter the eye, are divergent. If the accommodation is 
taxed to the utmost, parallel rays not seldom come toa 
focus behind the layer of rods or cones: to form a sharp 
retinal image in such a ease, the rays in striking the eye 
must be convergent. The former condition is called myo- 
pia, to the latter condition I apply the name Hyperme- 
tropia, 

If eyes be considered in their relation to the farthest 
point of distinct vision, they will fall into three classes, viz. 
Ist, the normal or emmetropic, which can be adapted to 
parallel rays 2d, the myopic, adapted only to divergent 
rays ; 3d, hypermetropic, adapted to convergent rays. 

‘In this classification based upon the remotest point of 
clear vision, is contained the fundamental principle of Prof. 
Donder’s paper. Previous classifications have taken the 
nearest point, or rather the so called “ distance of distinct 
vision,” as the point of departure. The radical objections 
to this system the Professor states to be that the distine- 
tions must be arbitrarily drawn; that there can be no dis- 
tinction founded upon the different directions of the rays 
of light in entering the eye, whether parallel, divergent, or 
convergent; that the power of adjustment makes the dis- 
tance of the nearest point of distinct vision a variable quan- 
tity. In accordance with the classification hitherto received, 
myopia and presbyopia are regarded as antagonistic: 
because in the former, objects must be brought close to the 
eye, in the latter they must be held at a distance. Upon 
closer study this antagonism will be found to be specious ; 
it is apparent, not real. Myopia depends upon abnormal 
anatomical structure of the eye; presbyopia does not; it is 
the result of increasing age in every emmetropic eye. The 
myopic eye possesses the full power of accommodation ; 
defect of this power is the very essence of presbyopia. 
Myopia depends upon the abnormal position of both the 
farthest and nearest points of vision ; presbyopia upon the 
abnormal situation of the nearest point. Finally, that these 
two conditions are not opposed, although diverse, is evident 
because they may co-exist in the same eye, as in cases 
where clear vision is confined within the limits of fourteen 
and twenty inches; here the furthest point is too near, the 
nearest point is too far from the eye. The inexactness of 
the old distinctions became more palpable when the con- 
dition which I call hypermetropia became better understood. 
It has been formerly called hyperpresbyopia, as if it were a 
higher grade of presbyopia. That this is an error in lan- 
guage and of conception appears when it is remembered 
that an eye is often “ hyperpresbyopic,” but presbyopic in 
only the least degree ; that in “ hyperpresbyopia” the power 
of accommodation may be in full vigor, while in presbyopia 
it is always enfeebled. 

I therefore adopt the distinctions-of myopia and hyper- 
metropia. In the former case the focus of the dioptric 
system is in front of the retina; in the latter case, it is 
behind the retina; in the normal or emmetropic eye it is 
exactly in the layer of rods and cones of the retina. 

In the second section of his paper, which is upon myopia, 
Prof. Donders adverts to the tact that slight grades of myo- 
pia, namely ;',th and ,)th, are much more common than 
are usually supposed. * For example persons may see well 
at two, three, or four feet, but cannot read letters an inch 
high at fifteen to twenty feet. Such cases have caused 
much perplexity. They may all be described by the for- 
mula + (r being the furthest point). The same is true of 
the condition designated “ myopia in distans.” Different 
conditions have been christened with this term, viz. by 
Kerst the above cases of slight myopia, by Fronmiiller a 
case of hypermetropia, by Von Graefe some rare cases of 
spasm of the muscles of accommodation. The term “ myo- 
pia in distans” may be well dispensed with ; the two former 
conditions fall under totally different categories; the last 
may be simply and correctly called spasm of accommo- 
dation. 

The third section is upon Hypermetropia: a morbid condi- 
tion, formerly not recognised at all, or else misunderstood. 
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The higher grades have been described by Von Graefe. 
By Stellwag von Carion it was considered a higher degree 
of presbyopia, and he makes several categories, as faculta- 
tive, relative, and absolute hyperpresbyopia. But it has 
not been hitherto observed that hypermetropia in a mild 
form is widely prevalent, and that it underlies a disease 
long described by the various names, hebetudo visus, asthe- 
nopia, lassitude oculaire, impaired vision, weak-sightedness, 
ete. 

The definition of hypermetropia was given above, It 
exists so soon as the eye can see to a distance farther than 
the normal limit; so soon as it can be adjusted to conver- 
gent rays; when the focus of the dioptric system lies behind 
the retina. Objects in terrestrial nature radiate light in 
divergent pencils: objects at an infinite distance send out 
parallel rays. The eye has no need to be adapted to conver- 
gent rays. The hypermetropic eye therefore enjoys a use- 
less faculty, while it has lost much that is useful, (To the 
oculist hypermetropia does become useful; he is thus ena- 
bled to examine the eye of a myopic patient with the 
ophthalmoscope without using a concave lens to obtain the 
upright image. From the myopic eye rays are reflected in 
convergent pencils. But this advantage will not compen- 
sate the inconvenience of being obliged to use glasses for 
all ordinary vision.) 

The grade of hypermetropia can be easily expressed. 
It is the distance to which the eye is capable of seeing 
beyond the normal limit. It is found, by giving the per- 
son the strongest positive glass which he can use, and yet 
discern objects at an infinite distance with distinctness. If 
he can do this with glasses + 3, + y's, + {, his hyperme- 
tropia will be ;',, )5, }, or more accurately, 545, §, 4; one 
inch being deducted for the distance of the glass from the 
optical centre of the eye. 

This appears simple enough, and yet a difficulty interposes. 
I soon learned that all such persons have acquired the habit 
of exerting their accommodation to the utmost, even when 
looking at a distance, and that they continued to do this, 
although the occasion were removed by giving them posi- 
tive glasses. Upon repeated trials, they would put on 
glasses which were stronger and stronger, but after all the 
grade of hypermetropia would be estimated too low. With 
young persons whose power of adjustment was vigorous, 
this difficulty was felt in the greatest degree. They acquire 
the habit of putting forth their full ability of adjustment at 
every effort of sight. In older persons, in the very young, 
and in those enfeebled from any cause, the difficulty is not 
so great. 

To obviate this source of error, I have recourse to my- 
driatica. A solution of atropine, three to four grains to one 
ounce of water, will paralyse not only the sphincter of the 
pupil, but also the whole apparatus of accommodation, and 
then the true focal point of the dioptric system can be 
ascertained. The best object for testing the sight is a small 
luminous point carried to a great distance. 
artificial mydriasis upon the distant vision of a normal eye 
is hardly noticeable—sometimes a glass of th to ,\th will 
improve the vision, very rarely will J,th or 7jth be accepted. 
Upon myopic eyes the effect is not perceptible : with dilated 
pupils they do not choose glasses any weaker than they 
used before. In hypermetropic eyes the difference is often 
astonishing ; with unparalysed accommodation, they prefer 
glasses J,th, th at first, afterwards ;',th or jjth; after 
the use of atropine, they often require } to see distant ob- 


jects: this will be the true measure of their degree of | 


hypermetropia. 

Section 4 opens the subject of Asthenopia in its relations 
to hypermetropia. The usual symptoms are briefly detailed. 
They are too well known to need repetition. Prof. Donders 
quotes Mackenzie, who says that it is probable that the seat 
of asthenopia is to be found in the organs of accommoda- 
tion. He and other ophthalmologists recognised in the dis- 
ease the speedy exhaustion of the power of adjustment, and 
that convex glasses would partly or wholly remove the 
painful symptoms. But Mackenzie disapproved of the use 
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of convex glasses, and the idea wholly escaped him, as well 
as others, that an intrinsic defect in the construction of the 
eye lay at the bottom of the trouble. 

In truth, the manner in which the disease appeared was 
such as to keep this conjecture at a distance. Up to the 
16th, 20th, or 25th year, the persons had enjoyed good 
vision. Gradually the asthenopic symptoms come on: close 
application of the eyes becomes painful—repose restores 
their functions. Could anything else be imagined than that 
this disease is really developed at this period, and must not 
the cause be sought in excessive application of sight? 

“Impaired vision from overwork” is the title under which 
Mr. White Cooper describes it. But this explanation over- 
looks the fact that thousands strain their sight even worse 
than these persons, without entailing upon themselves the 
same symptoms; and, per contra, that these symptoms some- 
times appear in childrén, who have not overtasked their 
visual functions at all. Since the same cause does not pro- 
duce the same effects, the explanation must be sought in 
some special predisposition. 1 soon convinced myself that 
not only the predisposition, but the very cause consists in 
a degree of hypermetropia. The hypermetropia is held in 
abeyance until the 16th, 20th, or 25th year, because until 
then the power of accommodation is strong enough to 
overcome it. When the adjusting power begins to fail, the 
latent hypermetropia becomes manifest, and soon asthenopia 
declares itself. The occasion of the asthenopic symptoms 
is persistent close application of sight * the cause of the 
symptoms is the hypermetropic structure of the eye. To 
prevent confusion between cause and occasion, take this 
illustration: A person climbing a mountain becomes wearied ; 
the immediate occasion of weariness is the exertion of climb- 
ing; the cause of his fatigue is the feeble power of his mus- 
cles compared to the weight of his body. The disproportion 
between his muscular power and the weight to be carried 
always exists, even when he is not climbing ; it is the effort 
of climbing that brings on the fatigue. This disproportion 
may, by proper exercise, be so much reduced that he will 
not become fatigued until after repeated excessive efforts. 
The relation between hypermetropia and asthenopia is 
exactly similar. I assert that whenever asthenopia is found, 
hypermetropia is almost never wanting. To demonstrate it, 
drop a strong solution of atropine into the eyes, and then 
try positive glasses upon distant objects. have found 
hypermetropia in every one of the last 100 cases of asthe- 
nopia which have occurred to me; in the greater number 
of them the hypermetropia was considerable. There are, 
however, other conditions besides asthenopia, in which use 
of the eyes upon near ojects is painful: such as congestions, 
especially in myopic persons, beginning amblyopia, granular 
conjunctivitis, neuralgia of the eyes; but other symptoms 
will distinguish these sufficiently. The only affection bear- 
ing much analogy to asthenopia is one stu@ied by Prof. Von 
Graefe, viz. a slight paresis of the internal recti muscles 
that interferes with the proper convergence of the visual 
axes in near vision. These cases are, however, very unfre- 
quent; among the above 100 cases not a single instance of 
insufficiency of the recti interni came under my notice. 

After having thus proved that hypermetropia is the cause 
of asthenopia, and that the symptoms of the latter become 
evidenced whenever the adjusting power begins to grow 
weaker, in Section 5th the “ relative breadth of accommoda- 
tion” is discussed. The degree of convergence of the visual 
axes has been long known to have an important influence 
upon the range over which the eyes will be able to adjust 
themselves. The same degree of convergence will be 
accompanied by very different breadth of accommodation 
in normal or emmetropic eyes, in the myopic, and in the 
hypermetropic eyes: these differences depend upon habit 
and exercise. To make comparisons between the various 
kinds of eyes, inreference to their range of accommodation, 
when influenced by differing degrees of convergence of the 
visual axes, Prof. Donders has arranged his observations in 
diagrams. The peculiarities of the emmetropic, the myopic, 
and the hypermetropic eye, are thus clearly presented. To 
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acid. By this predominant affinity its salts easily decom- 
pose the urates of soda and lime, and form more soluble 
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hich is required in very small proportion, 
not only combine with the free uric acid, 
decompose all its salts, and form other salts that 
soluble and therefore more easily eliminated. 
The reasoning appears to be good, and the grounds afforded 
to be sound: and the fact that under the internal use of salts 
of lithia, the uric acid de posit disappears from the urine, 
tains the argument. But it must be borne in mind that 
i¢ formation and separation of uric acid and urates is the 
effect, and not the cause of gout and rheumatism, and that 
modification Gf uric acid and urates after their forma- 
does not necessarily influence their production; and 
therefore this lithia as a remedy, even upon the best 
ing, only rel a troub! e 
n of the diseased condition more 
ay, howe a tt may undoubtedly 
ain, in establishing and preserving a 
acter of the fluids of the econ 
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sion the Imperial Academy of Medicine, far 
into the opposite ext when he ays that “In the field 
of practic al medicine the chemists have not only no camp, 
but h ardly enough ground to raise a tent up n,’ to which 
M. Bouillaud very happily replies, that although Trousseau 
may hava gone far into the extreme opposite to that which 
he so condemns, yet, as Pauline had too many virtues not to 
» a Christian, so M. Trousseau has too mariy intellee- 
tual virtues not to admit chemistry to its legitimate mode- 
rate ground, 

In conclusion, carbonate of lithia seems to have suffi 
claims to entitle it to a fair trial in the uric 
and 1 Drs. Ure, Garrod, Williamson, and others, desers 

bringing it forward, and for their experiments upon it 
reactions and effects, Carbonate of lithia is a white color- 
less powder, having a strong alkaline taste, not unlike that 
of bicarbonate of soda. It requires about 100 times its 
weight of water for solution,—that is, a fluid ounce of water 
will hold about four grains in solution. For internal 
however, the solution should be more dilute. In the pre- = 
sence of free carbonic acid it is much more soluble, and car- 
bonic acid water forms a good, but by no means indispensable, 
vehicle for it. A gr od formula for its administration is to 
dissolve twenty gri uns of it ina pl int of water, or of carbonic 
acid water, and to give of this a wine-glassful three or four 
times a day, diluted at the time of taking to half a tumbler- 
ful or more, and to be taken after meals. It is said to pro- 
duce no observable physiological effect, nor to cause any 
inconvenience, but it immediately diminishes the uric acid 
deposits in the urine. Dr. Garrod has used as much 
four grains three times a day when a se effect was 
de sired : and when a larger amount of alkali was desira- 
ble, he associates potassa or soda s alts with it. He states that 
under its use gouty attacks are less frequent and less severe, 
and gouty de ‘posits are removed, 

The Slereoscope. —It is said that Sir David Brewster, in 
inquiring into the history of the stereoscope, fi nds its funda- 
mental principle was well known even to Euclid; that it 
was distinctly described by Galen 1,500 years and 
that Gambatista Porta had, in 1599, given such a complete 
drawing of the two se parate pictures as seen by each eye, 
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and of the combined Pp jicture placed between the 
recognise in it not only the principle but 
of the stereoscope—Chemist and Dr uggist. 
Cotton as a Filter for Corrosive Liquids.—M. 
Boettger, in the Polyt. Notizblatt, 1860, No. a p. 966, 
recommends, and doubtless originates, as far as the publi 
cation is concerned, the use of gun cotton as a filter for 
acids, solutions of nitrate of silver, chloride of zine, perman- 
ganate of potassa, etc. This substance has been used for 
such purposes in this country for some years past, and 
though not concealed, has not happened to be published. 
It has been pretty freely mentioned among chemists, and 
s therefore probably used in a number of laboratories here. 
Who originated the practice here, it would now be difficult 
ascertain, and it matters the less since M. Boettger is 
beyond question entitled to the credit of the original obser- 
vation, since he is the first to publish the facts. The writer 
is under the impression that he first received the idea from 
Prof. J. Lawrence Smith of Louisville, Kentucky, some two 
years and a half ago. 

Examination of the Seeds of Ricinus Communis.—The 
Society of Pharmacy of Turin offers a prize of 500 livres for 
an answer to the following propositions : 

“ To determine the quantity and quality of the proximate 
principles contained in the seeds of ricinus communis. 

“To make known the cause of the marked difference 
which is observed in the mode of action upon the animal 
economy between the seeds and the expressed oil of the 
seeds of the ricinus. And, to indicate, if possible, the respec- 
tive action of the divers principles isolated. 

“A specimen of the principles which the author may be 
ble to isolate, should accompany the memoir. 

“The memoir, written in either Italian, French, or Latin, 
should be sent before the 3lst of Deeember, 1861, to M. 
Chiappero Francesco, General Secretary of the Society, at 
Turin.”—Bouchardat, Répertoire. 

This interesting subject is understood to be offered to 
universal competition, and the honor as well as the prize 
for the essay are very well worth having. The plant is 
largely cultivated in our middle and western states, and the 
oil forms a staple commodity. The honor of this essay is 
therefore quite within the reach of our scientific men, 
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ON TETANUS, 


Oct. 1770, 


Toe Prestwent, Dr. Joun Watson, read a paper on tetanus, 
of which the following is an abstract:—Tetanus may origi- 
nate as a primary or secondary disease, the former being the 
idiopathic, the latter the traumatic form. Idiopathic tetanus 
is rarely seen in this city, though it is not uncommon in 
certain localities. Traumatic tetanus is not always due to 
tuechanical injuries, but may result from burns, ulceration 
from frost-bitten limbs, chemical irritants, congenital syphi- 
lis. Trismus nascentium, so frequent in warm climates, he 
has never seen. ‘Tetanus, then, as seen in this city, is 
assignable to some pre-existing local irritation, which 
affects innervation of the excito-metory apparatus. The 
severity of the attack bears no relation to that of the 
wound, a slight scratch, or abrasion of the skin, having in 
his observation induced a fatal attack, Tetanic symptoms 
may se pen. immediately after the injury, or be delayed 
for weeks, even until the wound is healed. An angry wound, 
however, or an ulcer in which suppuration has been 
arrested, is more liable to be the precursor of an attack. 
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When tetanus is al out to occur, no remedit s addre csed to 
the wound, such as removal of the cause, amputation of the 
limb, &e., can arrest it. Tetanus belongs to the class of self- 
limiting diseases; it rarely lasts beyond the fifth week, and, 
when general, seldom subsides before the close of the third 
week. When about to terminnte in health its order of 
retrocession is rarely the same as its onset, nor is its appar- 
ent subsidence always permanent. The author entered 
minutely into the symptomatology of the disease. In fatal 
cases death is apt to oceur i ree ot or five days, either 
by asphyxia, spasm of the heart, exhaustion. Where 
death occurs during a paroxysm it is more often due to the 
former cause. Several illustrative cases were adduced by 
the author, in one of which he performed tracheotomy w ith 
only temporary r lief. Spasm of the heart a cause of 
death in tetanus is denied by some writers, but Dr. Watson 
reports a case in which the fatal result was attributable to 
that cause, the muscular fibres of that organ 
hard and rigid like cartilage. A case was also given, 
after amputation of the arm for its relief. In regard 
mortality from this disease, Dr. W. believes that 
in which the employment of powerfi 
been excessive, and those fatal from 
the original injury, not less third, 
half of those judiciously tre recover, 
cases, of which he has memoranda, ¢ 
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words, support, and guarding ag issafoe- 
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Dr. A. H. Srevens, in reference to the relation of cold as 
an exciting cause of tetanus, referred to a case of fissure in 
ano which he had operated upon several years ago. The 
gentleman lived in the country, and the operation was per- 
formed on Saturday, with the understanding that the patient 
should remain in town until the following Tuesday. Con- 
trary to directions, however, he started for home on the 
afternoon of the same day, and being exposed during the 
night to a draught of air in his state-room in the steam- 
boat, caught cold, which in the course of a few days even- 
tuated in tetanus. The treatment consisted of opiam, mild 
enemata, ang the free use of beef tea. The case was 
cessful in its issue. Dr. S. further remarked, that he looked 
upon a person who was suffering from tetanic paroxysms 
in the same light as one who was being subjected to hard 
labor; hence the attendant copious perspiration, and con- 
sequent exhaustion. He did not think that the necessity 
for a mild course could be too strongly urged. In conclu- 
sion, he expressed his entire concurrence with the views 
set forth in the paper. 

Dr. J. Marion Sms remarked that the late Dr. Drake 
established the fact in regard to the traumatic tetanus and 
hydrophobia, occurring in the valley of the Mississippi, that 
they bore an inverse ratio to each other; that as you go 
south attacks of the former become more frequent, while 
the tendency to hydrophobia increases, So far as the pro- 
gress of the disease was concerned, all the eases that Dr. 
Sims had seen were self-limited in character, and also self- 
curative. He further stated that according to Curling the 
cases terminated hebdomadally or at the multiple of an 
hebdomadal period, and that if the disease lasted over a week 
there was a pre ybability of recover y. Dr. 8. advocated the 
sustaining treatment, but stated that he had seen but very 
few recoveries take place in the south, where he believe: 
the disease was more fatal in its tendency than elsewhere. 
He referred to a case which occurred to him fifteen years 
ago at the south, of a negro who was seized with tetanus 
in consequence of a punctured wound in the foot froma 
nail. Having on consultation of authorities seen division 
of the nerve recommended, he determined to perform such 
an operation upon the post- tibial, This being done, marked 
amelioration of the symptoms followed, and the patient 
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finally reeovered. In regard to Trismus Nascentium, he 
stated that he had published a paper upon that subject, in 
the American Jour. Med. Sciences, some time in 1848, illus- 
trative of his peculiar views of that disease; that he con- 
sidered it a disease of centric origin by mechanical com- 
pression of the medulla oblongata. The first few 
were of such a character as to induce him to believe that 
the pressure was occasioned by the occipital bone; subse- 
quent observations, however, established the fact that 
lateral pressure might produce it equally as well. At that 
time also he advanced some theoretical views as based upon 
his first few cases, which however he was since compelled 
to retract. He stated that in parturition the occipital bone 
was depressed and overlapped by the two parietals at the 
lambdoidal suture, for the purpose of accommodating the 
diameters of the head to those of the pelvis; and that if 
the bone was allowed to retain its position there was always 
danger. It is a disease that very seldom occurs after the 
ninth or tenth day, but is most usual during the first three | 
or four days of existence. Contrary to the generally- | 
accepted opinion, it is liable to occur in the coldest climates. | 
In conclusion he referred to the following case, occurring 
in the practice of Dr. Griscom. The child had suffered 
from the following symptoms during thirty-six hours: 
borborygmi; greenish passages from the bowels; constant 
sleeplessness ; inability to such; moaning; and slight spas- 
twitches. On examination of the cranium, the 
peculiar abnormal relation already referred to between the 
occipital and parietal bones was noticed; the child was 
placed upon its side in such a way that the weight of the 
head rested along the edge of the os frontis, and in about 

a minute after the child became perfectly quiet, and slept 
four hours. An hour after waking all the unpleasant symp- 
toms had subsided, and the little one was able to take the 
breast, 5 

Dr. MeNvutty remarked that it was a scientific maxim 
that, like causes under like circumstances must of necessity 
produce like results. This being the fact, if this rule was 
applied to tetanus, it would be found that the disease was 
not the result of local injury, inasmuch as very few of the 
vast number who received such injuries suffered from any 
tetanic spasms. He thought that it was necessary to sup- 
pose in those cases where persons did suffer from the dis- 
ease, that a tetanic diathesis existed, and that the wound 
was merely the exciting cause. 

Dr. Watson remarked that Dr. McNulty took very singu- 
lar views of the subject. According to such a theory it 
would be as well to suppose that hydrophobia did not 
depend upon the bite of a dog, because every one bitten 
did not suffer from the disease. 

Dr. J. P. Barcue.per stated that in every case of tetanus 
that had come under his observation, the first symptom 
which showed itself was a stiffness of the muscles of the leq. 
He thought that such would be found to be the fact in all 
cases, if the patients were interrogated with reference to 
that point. In his experience, ifthe patient survived the first 
week with a pulse not over one hundred, he would get well. 

Dr. H. D. Buiktey recollected being told by Dr. Knight 
of a case of idiopathic tetanus. 

Dr. M. G. Porter referred to a case of idiopathic tetanus 
which occurred to him four live years ago. The 
patient was ten years of age; the attack was a very severe 
one, and recovery was the result of a free use of brandy 
and beef-tea. From the absence of evidence to the con- 
trary, he considered the case as unquestionably idiopathic 
in character. 

Dr. J. Foster related the history of a case of tetanus 
which seemed to have been caused on two successive occa- 
sions by the administration of bi-chloride of mercury. 
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Tne first Medical Charity of South Africa, supported by 
voluntary subscriptions, is about to be established in the 
shape of a Dispensary at Cape Town for the relief of the 
sick poor.—Med, Times and Gazette. 
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Correspondence, 


AUTOPSIES ON PERSONS FOUND DEAD. 
[To the Editor of the American Mepicat Times.) 


Smr:—In the published deposition of Drs. Sands and 
Finnell, in the case of Fanny White, the following singular 
statement appears : 

“The appearances just described were so decided and 
characteristic as to leave no doubt in the minds of all pre- 
sent that the deceased died from cerebral apoplexy. No 
further examination of the body was made, inasmuch as 
we had already discovered what, in the opinion of all par- 
ties who witnessed the autopsy, was the real undoubted 
cause of the death. When an individual is found dead 
with his throat cut, his heart ruptured, or with a musket- 
ball at the base of his brain, it is not generally considered 
necessary to search for poison in the contents of the stomach 
and intestines, and for a similar reason, no such inquiry 
was instituted in the present case. Having ascertained 
what was regarded as the true cause of death, a certi- 
ficate was rendered in accordance with the facts ob- 
served.” 

It is not my intention to question the cause of death in 
this case, as stated by these gentlemen, but to call attention 
to the very erroneous principle which they seek to establish 
in this statement, that when a sufficient cause of death is 
found it is not generally considered necessary to search for 
poison in the contents of the stomach and intestines, 
Neither of these gentleman can be familiar with the duties 
of a medical man called to investigate the cause of a sudden 
death. 

Let us refer to our standard authorities. Beck says 
(vol. ii., p. 11, last edition), of an examination, “ We must 
not desist because we suppose that the cause of death is 
perfectly discovered in one or the other cavity; all of 
them should be inspected.” The learned editor, Prof. 
Gilman, adds :—‘“I attended an inquest some years ago, 
when the cause of a very sudden death, occurring when no 
person was present, was confidently believed to be disease 
of the heart, under symptoms of which the patient had 
labored for years; valvular disease, sufficient in the opinion 
of all present to cause death, was discovered. Yet on con- 
tinuing the dissection, prussic acid was found in the 
stomach, and the case thus proved to be one of sui- 
cide.” 

Taylor (p. 183) says: “In making an inspection of the 
body, the state of the stomach should not be overlooked. 
Death may have been apparently caused by violence, or yet 
really be due to poison.” He gives several examples to 
prove that poisons are sometimes found in the stomach 
when there were other sufficient causes of the death dis- 
covered. 

Wharton and Stillé (p. 641) remark :—“ And, moreover, 
the importance of a general and careful examination of all 
the organs of the body should not be forgotten; for, not- 
withstanding the immediate cause of death may be evident, 
it is still advisable to be sure that there was no cause of 
death in any other part. Although there may be no sus- 
picion of poisoning, the stomach should be opened. Ina 
case often referred to, a girl died while her father was chas- 
tising her for stealing, and on account of the marks of vio- 
lent treatment upon her body, it was supposed that this had 
caused her death. On opening the stomach, however, it 
was found to be inflamed, and contained a white powder, 
which was proved to be arsenic. The girl had taken 
the arsenic in dread of her father’s anger, upon detection of 
the theft; she vomited during the flogging, and died in 
slight convulsions.” 
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FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 
Letter from DAVID P. SMITH, MD. 


EDINBURGH. 
_August 80, 1860. 
Yesterpay evening I went out to Morningside Asylum 


for the Insane. It is a very extensive establishment with 
large pleasure grounds around it, and accommodates about 
four hundred patients. Every exertion is made to induce 
cheerfulness. Every Wednesday evening there is a ball in 
one of the large halls. One was in progress at the time of 
my visit, and it was very interesting to see the pleasure and 
interest taken in it by all the patients, even by those who, 
I was informed by the superintendent, were among the most 
violent. Music here seemed in truth to exorcise the evil 
spirits. In answer to my interrogatories I was informed 
that morphia did more good than anything else in acute 
mania, and that blood-letting was entirely discontinued. 
When at the Royal Infirmary I related a case of strangulated 
hernia which occurred to me some time since, where I was 
sent for to operate some eighteen hours after strangulation 
had occurred. I learned that the taxis had been repeatedly 
tried by the physicians in attendance. As I cut down upon 
the sac coagulated blood rolled out from under the knife, 
and the moment I opened the sac a clot popped out, strik- 
ing me in the face. There was no fecal odor, and no 
further discharge of any kind, and no gut in the internal 
ring which readily admitted my forefinger. The patient 
died at the end of forty-eight hours. The incision was 
nearly healed, although drawn together by merely two silver 
sutures. I could obtain no examination. Mr. Syme and 
Mr. Spruce both said that it was no doubt a case in which 
fatal mischief had been done by the taxis. Mr. Syme 
related a case in which a gentleman ruptured his own intes- 
tine, in the effort to return it. 

Sept. 10.—Last week Mr. Syme excised the shoulder-joint 
of a young girl by making one long incision from just above 
the acromion down the humerus, about five inches, Through 
this incision the head of the humerus was easily protruded 
and sawn off, and also part of the acromion removed. Mr. 
Spence amputated the thigh of a child for scrofulous disease 
of the knee-joint, making the anterior flap much longer 
than usual, and cutting the posterior flap nearly perpendi- 
cularly to the bone. The advantages of this method are, 
that when there is no tendency to displacement of the flap, 
the cicatrix is entirely behind and out of the way of pres- 
sure, and the short transverse cut through the posterior 
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muscles gives far less occasion for the use of ligatures than | 


the ordinary oblique incision. 


Sept. 11.—To-day Mr. Syme removed a medullary tumor | 


involving the whole of one and about half the other upper 
maxillary bone. One straight cut was made from between 
the eye-brows down the bridge of the nose, and through 
the upper lip. This allowed of the clearance of the whole 
anterior surface of the growth. The bones were then cut 
through with very large and powerful cutting-forceps. 
After the removal of the tumor, and closure of the wound, 
remarkably little deformity remained. I have witnessed 
the trial of acupressure in two cases. In one, the removal 
of a breast, it perfectly succeeded; in t he other, an ampu- 


tation of the thigh, after protracted trial, the insufficiency of | 
the pins to restrain the haemorrhage necessitated ligatures. | 


The radical cure of hydrocele is obtained by Mr. Syme in a 
most simple manner ; and, as he remarked, it is one of the 
most satisfactory operations in surgery. After emptying 
the hydrocele by the trocar, two drachms of Tr. Iodine is 


thrown into the sac, the canula withdrawn and the scrotum | 


violently shaken, so as to bring the Tr. Iodine in contact 
with every portion of the sac. I have applied to-day Lewis 
H. Sayre’s apparatus for morbus coxarius to a lad under 
care of one of the best practitioners here. The course of the 
case will be watched with much interest. I hope soon to 
be able to give more interesting reports of medical and sur- 
gical matters here. Just now, it being vacation, there are 
but few clinics. 
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MEDICAL JOURNALS OF THE UNITED STATES, WITM THEIR NAMES, 
PLACES OF PUBLICATION, ISSUE, NUMBER OF VOLUMES YEARLY, 
AND PRICE, 

American Jour. of Med. Sci., Phila. Pa., quar. 2 vol., $5 00 
American Jour. of Insanity, Utica, N. Y., quar., 1 v. 3 00 
American Medical Gazette, New York, monthly, 1 v. 2 00 
American Med. Monthly, New York, monthly, 2 v. 3 00 
American Medical Times, New York, weekly, 2 v. 3 00 
Atlanta Med. and Surg. Jour., Atlanta, Ga., mon., 1 v, 3 00 
Boston Med, and Sur. Jour., Boston, Mass , w'kly, 1 v. 3 00 
Charleston M, Jour, and Rey., Charl., 8. C., bi-mo., lv. 4 00 


Chicago Medical Journal, Chicago, Ill, monthly, 2 00 
Chicago Medical Examiner, Chicago, IIL, monthly, 2 00 


Cincinnati Lancet and Obs., Cincinnati, O., mon., 1 v. 3 00 
Cincinnati Med, and Surg. News, Cin., O., mon., 1 v. 1 00 
Cleveland Med. Gazette, Cleveland, O., monthly, 1 v. 2 00 
Columbus Rey, of Med. and Surg., Colum., O., bi-mon., 2 00 
Georgia Med. and Surg. Encl., Sandersville, Ga., mon., 2 00 
Jour. of Mat. Med., New Lebanon, N. Y., mon., 1 v. 1 00 
Kansas City M. and 8. Jour., Kan. City, Mo., bi-mo., 1 v. 2 00 


Louisville Medical Journal, Louisville, Ky. 3 00 
Louisville Med. News, Louisville, Ky., monthly, 2 v. 3 00 
Maryland and Virginia Medical Journal. 

Med. Jour, of N. Carolina, Edenton, N.C., bi-mo., lv. 3 00 
Med. News and Library, Philadelphia, monthly, 1 v. 1 00 
Med. and Surg. Reporter, Philadelphia, weekly, 2 v. 3 00 
Nashville Jour. M. and §., Nashville, Tenn., mon., 2 v. 3 00 
Nashville Med. Record, Nashville, Tenn., mon., 1 v. 2 50 
N. Orleans M. and 8. Jour., N. Orleans, La., bi-mo, 2 v. 5 00 


N. Orleans Med. News and Hos. Gaz., N. Orl., La., mo. 5 00 
North American Medico-Chir. Rev., Phila., bi-mo. 2 v. 5 00 
Oglethorpe Med. and Sur. Jour., Savannah, Ga., bi-mo. 2 00 
Ohio Med. and Sur. Jour., Columbus, O., bi-mo., 1 v. 2 00 
Pacific Med. and Surg. Jour., San Francisco, Cal., mo. 5 00 
San Francisco Med. Press, San Francisco, Cal., quar. 2 00 
Savannah Journal of Medicine, Savannah, Ga. 

Southern Med, and Sur. Jour., Augusta, Ga., mo., 1 v. 3 00 
St. Louis M. and S. Jour., St. Louis, Mo., bi-mo., 1 v. 2 00 
St. Joseph Jour. M.and 8., St. Joseph, Mo., bi-mo., 1 v, 1 50 


Medical ets. 


EPIDEMIOLOGICAL RECORD. 

RacixE Co., Wisc.—Dr. Sawyer writes: ‘ There has been 
in this vicinity an epidemic of diarrhoea, an epidemic of 
scarlatina of the very mildest type, generally, with one or 
two exceptions. An epidemic of dysentery in Racine, 13 
miles east, while in Milwaukee they have had whooping- 
cough very badly, a large number having it the second time. 
Whooping-cough prevailed here, too, during the summer.” 

La Harps, Ill.—Dr. F. A. Smith writes :-—“We have many 
and severe cases of typhoid fever in this vicinity.” 


Prof. Austmx Furr has returned to New Orleans to give 
his annual course of lectures in the New Orleans School of 
Medicine. This school is in a most flourishing condition, 
and now numbers in its Faculty, Professors Flint, senior 
and junior. 

W. R. Waireneap, M.D., the newly appointed Professor 
of Clinical Medicine in the New York Medical College, re- 
cently graduated at the Faculté de Médicine de Paris, on 
which occasion he presented and sustained a thesis on the 
following subject:—De I’ Ordéme et de ses Vari‘tés, He 
was attached to the Russian Army, as a military surgeon 
during the war of the Crimea. 

Tue lectures of Dr. Ecnrverria, late Resident Physician 
of the London Hospital for paralytics and epileptics, on 
Tubercular Diseases of the Bones, were well attended, and 
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elicited warm commendation. They will soon appear in 
the columns of the Mepicat Times. 

Jounx Orproneaux, M.D., Prof. of Medical Jurisprudence 
in the Law Department of Columbia College, is a candidate 
for Assembly in Queens county, N.Y. Prof. O. has a 
legal as well as medical education, is a brilliant speaker, 
and would not only honor his constituency, if elected, by 
an honest and faithful guardianship of their interests in our 
Legislature, but would prove a most capable representative 
of the medical profession. 

Ricorp.—This eminent surgeon has retired from the post 
of Surgeon to the Hépital du Midi. He isanative of the Unit- 
ed States, having been born at Baltimore on the 10th of De- 
cember, 1800. The regulations of the hospitals of Paris 
now exclude from the office of surgeon all persons who 
have attained the age of sixty; Ricord would, therefore, 
have been compelled to resign at the end of the present 
year, a position which he has held for nearly thirty years. 
He took his farewell address, to review at 
length his past labors before a large audience of friends and 
pupils. His farewell address was received with the most 
marked demonstrations of sympathy and regret. 

New Pvusuications.—A Medical Student of San Francisco, 
Cal., has undertaken a translation of Prof. Scanzont’s work 
on Obstetrics, and promises an early completion of his labors. 
He has taken out a copyright of his translation. A work 
on the Diseases of Females is noticed as about to appear 
from the pen of Prof. Hope, of Philadelphia. Lindsay and 
Blakiston, of Philadelphia, announce the preparation of a 
work on Medical Biography, edited by Prof. Gross, Dr. O. 
C. Ginrs, of Frewsburg, N. Y., proposes to issue a 
Bool: of American Medicine. 

M. Lvea has made a chemical analysis of the liver ofa 
patient who died with atrophy of the pancreas. He found 
elycogenie matter in the liver; showing thereby that the 
disease of the pancreas had not sensibly interfered with the 
glycoyenic action of the liver. He also found on examin- 
ing a mixture of the different substances, solid and liquid, 
taken from the right cavity of the heart, and from the infe- 
rior vena cava near the diaphragm, that the mixture con- 
tained no free fatty acids, and that the fatty matter was not 
decomposed. 
the pancreas, in accordance with the function given to that 
organ by M. Bernard.—Medical Times and Gazette. 

M. Vevreav says that many plans have been proposed 
to obtain obliteration of arteries without ligature, but almost 
all of them have been abandoned; in his opinion acupres- 
sure will share the same fate. In two cases in which he 
tried it, inflammatory symptoms necessitated the removal 
of the needles. Might not M. Velpeau just as well refuse 
to amputate a limb, because the operation is sometimes fol- 
lowed by accidents of this kind?—Aedical Times and 
Gazette. 


occasion, in 


Year 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


J. S.—The vaccinating instruments figured in the last number, may be ob- 
tained of Dr. Loines, House Physician of the Eastern Dispensary. 


Liquors for Medicinal Purposea—*“ You have noticed the fact that our 
Guage retail bad liquors by the glass to customers, as freely as the 
keepers of rum shops, and of as poor quality. Now, I wish to add that, in 
my experience, pure liquors for medicinal purposes cannot be obtained at 
any drug store in this city. The worst, and most villanously adulterated 
specimens of liquor, that | have ever seen, have been obtained from drug- 
gists We are in great need of a depdt where pure liquors for the sick 
can always be obtained. 

N. 8., Oct. 22, 1860. M. D. 


Treatment of the Placenta.—* 1 wish to inquire, through the medium of 
the corner of your paper devoted to correspondents, what is the general 
practice in treating the placenta? According to my early instruction, 
and believing it according to the natural processes I have practised 
waiting for its delivery by the efforts of nature. Being engaged in coun- 
try practice, I have often been greatly inconvenienced by the delay. I 
am aware that sume remove the placenta, at once, . force, but I am not 
informed as to the general results of such practice. My prejudice in favor 
of what I conceive to be the natural ess is so strong, that I have never 
as yet interfered, except in cases of Sooding.” 

Pa., Oct. 16, 1860. L.B. 


Cc. G.—You cannot expend five dollars to better advantage than in sub- 
scribing for the New Sydenham Society Publications. Address C, F. 
Heywood, M.D., 66 20th street, N. Y. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 


This fact may be explained by the disease of | 


Wednesday, Eve INFIRMARY, Sn cmrege 12 . 
Oct. 81. 
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Obstinate Chordee.—* Lam greatly obliged to ‘Senex’ for his suggestion 
of ‘some more serious lesion than that which follows gonorrhea, in the 
case which I published. 1 now learn, on careful inquiry, that my patient 
was first treated by a quack, who, in passing a catheter, thrust it so forci- 
bly into the urethra as to cause at pain, and a copious discharge of 
blood; considerable swelling and elcconation followed, and the symp- 
toms of the formation of an abscess, subsequently breaking and discharg- 
ing into the urethra. were well marked. ‘To this cause, I have no doubt, 
is tu be attributed the obstinate chordee which is now so painful a symp- 
tom. I have advised him to bind the penis down, as suggested by 
‘Senex,’ but he thinks it excites an erection.”"—J. C. O. 


COMMUNICATIONS have been received from :— 


Dr. W. H. Messey; Dr. A.C. Van Duyn; Dr. L. Bartierr; Dr. J. M. 
Mixor; Dr. J. C. Mowtacre; Dr. E. W. Mrias; Dr. Bagr; Dr. Gi- 
Fittan; Dr. J. G. Oxton; Dr. H. B. Ransom: A. Erweiui & Co.; Dr. 
J. L. Apernetuy; Dr. C. Rynv, . 


—_ — 


METEOROLOGY AND NECROLOGY OF THE WEEK IN THE CITY 


AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK, 
From the 13th day of October to the 20th day of October, 1860, 


Deaths.—Men, 86; women, 108; boys, 115; girls, 107—total, 414. Adults, 
189; children, 225; males, 204; females, 210; colored, 5. Infants under 
two years of age, 160. Among the causes of death we notice :—cholera- 
infantum, 8; infantile convulsions, 18: croup, 16; diphtheria, 4; diarrhea, 
15; dysentery, 8; scarlet fever, 15; typhus and typhoid fevers, 15; per- 
tussis, 5; consumption, 50; small-pox, 5; dropsy of head, 15; infantile- 
marasmus, 20; pneumonia, 25; albuminuria, 9. Classification: digestive, 
system, 91; nervous, 80; respiratory, 123. 

The number of deaths compared with the corresponding weeks of 1858 
and 1559, and of last week, was as follows :— 

Week ending October 24rd, 1858, 
Week ending October 22nd, 1559, 
Week ending October 13th, 1860, . 
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Remarks.—14th, storm till 5 a.m. of the 15th, which day was variable, 
with light winds; 16th, 17th, and 18th, mostly fine, with light winds, a.m, 
and calms, p.M.; 19th, wind, fresh all day; a N.E. rain storm commenced 
at evening which lasted through the 20th. 


en 


MEDICAL DIARY OF THE WEEK. 


( Crry Hosprrat, Surgery, Dr. Peters, half-past 1 Pp... 
< Be.ievve, Obstetrics, Dr. Macready, half-past 1 p.m. 
Eye Lyrizmary, Diseases of Eye, 12 m. 


Crry Hosprrat, Surgery, Dr. Parker, half-past 1 p.m. 

Eve Lyrirmary, Diseases of Ear, 12 m. 

OrntHaLmic Hosprrar, Drs. Stephenson & Garrish, 1 p.m. 
Bevvevve Hosprrat, Dr, Clark, half-past 1 po. 


Monday, 
Oct. 29. 


Tuesday, 
Oct. 80, 


Crry Hosprra., cine, Dr. Bulkley, half-past 1 p.m. 
BeE.ievve, Surgery, Dr. Gouley, half-past 1 pu. 


Thursda { OrnrHaLmic Hosprrat, Drs. Stephenson & Garrish, 1 p.m. 
Nov. Crry Hewat Surgery, Dr. Peters, half-past 1 pix. 
eS r Be.vevvr, Medicine, Dr. Elliot, half-past 1 p.a. 


Frida: Crry Hosprrat, Dr. Parker, half-past 1 p.m. 
oe ys Be.ievve Hosritat, Dr. Clark, 13¢ P.M. 
Wve Eve Ixrimmary, Diseases of Eye, 12 u. 


Bevvevur, Drs. Parker and Wood, half-past 1 p.m. 
OrntTHaALmic Hosritar, Drs. Stephenson & Garrish, 1 Pp... 
Crry Hosritar, Medicine, Dr. Smith, half-past 1 p.m. 
Emigrants’ Hosr., Warp’s Istanp, Dr. Carnochan, 
Eve InrisMary, Diseases of Ear, 12 au. 


Saturday, 
Nov. AP 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 


Dr. Carnocnan will hold a clinic at the State Emigrants 
Hospital, Ward's Island, every Saturday afternoon at 3 o'clock. 





~~ Long Island College Hospital, 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Co limi to the Session of 1861 will on the 18th of 
Bakssup ana the » ee he Lectures on the 18th ie Merch, to continue 
till the middle of July. 
REGENTS. 
Hon. Saver S1oax, Pres. | T. H. Ropman, Esq., Sec. 
COUNCIL. 


T. L. Mason, M.D. | 
W. H. Duprey, M.D. 


C. L. Mrromzu1, M.D. 
J. H. Henny, M.D. 
PROFESSORS. 
Avetix Fiorr, M.D., Practical Medicine and Pa‘ \ 
Frank A. Hamitron, M.D., Principles and pane pent | a 


James D. Teask, M.D., Obstetrics and Di 
R. OcveEn })oreMvs, M.D., Chemistry and To: 
Josern C. Hurcuison, M.D., ve 8u 
Joun C. Dauton, M.D., Physiology and eo 
Dewitt C. Exos, M.D., General and Descriptive y- 
Epwrs N. Cuapwan, M.D., Therapeutics and Materia Medica, 
Groner K. Surrn, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 
Every facility afforded for Dissection throughout the year, 
Lectures daily, except Sunday, on Medicine, 8 
Obstetrics, for which ample — is roca in the Lying- 
d General Hospital under the same roof. 
“(oe Fur will give careful instruction in Auscultation and Per- 
and the art of Diagnosis in gene’ 
Professor HamiTon, in his Regular Course, will dwell lly on Dis- 
and Fractures, and in his Preliminary Course will give a series 
of Lectures on er 
As far @s practicable, 
stration : 
Fers.—full Course, $100 00; Matriculation, $5 00; Demonstravor's, 
#% 00; Graduation, $25 00. 


University of Buffalo. 
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.—SESSION 1860-61. 


and 
ards 


Surgery. ' 
nstruction in every department will be by Demon. 


The Annual Course of Lectures in this Institution commences on the 
First Wednesday in November, and continues sixteen weeks. The dis- 
secting-rooms will be opened on the Second Wednesday in October. 

Clinical Lectures at the Buffalo Hospital throughout the entire terms by 
Professors Moore and Rocuester. 


FACULTY. 
CHARLES B. COVENTRY, M.D., Emeritus Professor of Physiology and 
Medical Jurisprudence, 


CHARLES A. LEE, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica, 


JAMES P. WHITE, M_D., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women 
and Children. 


EDWARD M. MOORE, M.D., Professor of the Principles and Practice of 
Surgery and Clinical Surgery. 


GEORGE HADLEY, M.D., Professor of Chemistry and Pharmacy. 


THOMAS F. ROCHESTER, M.D., Professor of the Principles and Prac- 
tice of Medicine and Clinical Medicine. 


SANDFORD EASTMAN, M.D., Professor of Anatomy. 
JOSHUA R. LOTHROP, M.D., Lecturer on Materia Medica. 
WILLIAM H. MASON M.D., Lecturer on Physiology. 

A. J. STEELE, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 


The fees for the tickets of all the professors, inclusive of the hospital 
ticket, amount to $70; matriculation fee (annually) $5. 

Students who have attended a full course of Lectures in this or any other 
institution, will be received on payment of $50. The fee for those who have 
attended two courses elsewhere is $25. 

The alumni of this college, and all who have attended two full courses at 
the institution, are entitled to all the tickets on payment of the matricula- 
tion fee of $5. 

Graduation fee $20. 

Graduates of any respectable college, after three years, will receive all the 
tickets on payment of the matriculation fee. 

‘titioners of five years’ standing, who have attended one course of 
lectures in a respectable institution, will be received on the same terms as 
students who have attended two courses of lectures. 

The fee for the ticket of the demonstrator of anatomy is $5, which is 
optional, except for one term before graduation. 

For farther information, or circulars, address, 

SANDFORD EASTMAN, 
Dean of the Faculty. 
Bvrra.o, October, 1860. 


Brigham Hall; a Hospital for the 
cient eae my 4 ae a EF; Ee Tabor: 


| under the various forms of —t, 
e. n the immediate vicinity of the vil- 


he hospital is pleasantly located, 
e of Canandaigua. It has accommodations for eighty — and, hav- 
ties of treatment 

found in such establishments. 


ing been erected for the purpose, possesses all the facil 

Letters of inquiry and lications for admission of patients should be 
addressed to = ind a 
COOK, or 


to 
B. CHAPIN, 
Briewam Hait, Canandaigua, N. Y. 
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The Wood Prizes.—Bellevue Hospital. 


The Prizes offered by Dr. JAMES R, WOOD to the Matriculated 
Students for the Terms 1859-60, and 1860-61, in the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, Twenty-third Street; University College, Fourteenth Street ; 
New York Medical College, Thirteenth Street, and the Long Island College 
Hospital, Brooklyn, N. Y., for the best Anatomical or Surgical Preparation, 
to be placed in the Museum of Bellevue Hospital, will be awarded by the 
Professors of Surgery, Anatomy, and Physiology, in the above Colleges, on 
MONDAY, March 4th, 1561. 

JOHN E. WHITE, Warden of Bellevue Hospital. 

New Yor, March, 5, 1860. 

. b] . . 
] r. Shweig’s Sanitary Home (Maison 
DE SANTE), 158 Second Avenue, New York. 

This Institution is designed upon the plan of the French Matsons px 
Sante, for the accommodation of patients of both sexes, especially for 
strangers who wish to enjoy the comforts of a home, combined with careful 
medical attendance and nursing. 

It is situated in one of the finest and healthiest parts of the city; is very 
commodious ; rooms large and well ventilated; and is easily accessible 
from any quarter of the city. 

Patients can be treated by their own physician if they desire. 

Contagious diseases not admitted. 

The diet will be strictly regulated according to the condition of the patient. 

An elegant drawing room, with a first-class piano, a library, &c., &c., 
are open to the patients. 

All medicines are carefully prepared at the institution by a thoroughly 
educated chemist. 

The weekly terms are as follows, and invariably in advance: 

Private Rooms, according to location : $15, 25, 83, 
One bed, in double room, “ . 10, 15, 20, 


which includes medical attendance, m« dicine, board, &e. 
The fees of the patient's own physician are not included, 
All communications should be addressed to HENRY SHWEIG, M.D. 


. \ ‘ 
()glethorpe Medical College, Savan- 
nah, Georgia. 

The Sixth Annual Session of Lectures in the above Institution will 
commence on Monday, the 5th day of November next.” 

Preliminary Lectures, free to all, will begin on the 22nd of October. 

FACULTY: 

H. L. BYRD, M.D., Professor of the Principles and Practice of Me- 
dicine. 

HUGH A. BLAIR, M.D., Professor of Anatomy. 

WILLIAM HAUSER, M.D., Professor of Physiology and Pathology. 

F. W. B. HEMMING, M.D., Professor of Surgery and Histology. 

W. L. BISCHOFF, M.D., Professor of Chemistry. 

G. TROUP MAXWELL, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of 
Women and Children. 

J.C. C. BLACKBURN, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and Thera- 
reutics, 

. M. D. MOONEY, M.D., Curator of Museum 

Daily Clinical Lectures of the College by the Professors, and twice a 

week by the attending Physicians of the Savannah Hospital, 
BENEFICIARY FOUNDATION. 

Young men of good moral character, whose pecuniary means are limited, 
and Ministers (without denominational distinction) preparing for Mis- 
sionary Labors; are hereby kindly invited to avail themselves of this 
Foundation. This privilege will not be restricted to the State of Georgia, 
but will be extended to all of the Southern States alike. 

CHARGES. 
Fees Full for a Course of Lectures . $105 
Demonstrator’s Fees ‘ . r ‘ : a ° 10 
Matriculation Fee (paid once) , ; ° , . 5 
Diploma Fee. . . . . . . ° . 80 

The last Class had representatives from seven Southern States (and was 
the largest ever assembled in Savannah), of whom twenty-one graduated 
at the March Commencement, 

For further information apply personally, or by letter, to 

H. L. BYRD, M.D., Dean, 
No. 86 Broughton street, 
Opposite the Marshall House. 


Radical Cure of Hernia.—Dr. Heaton, 


2 Exeter Place, Boston, continues to cure Hernia or Rupture in all 
its forms. He also attends to Female Complaints—to the cure of Varico- 
cele, Hydrocele, Hemorrhoids, and Diseases of the Urinary Organs. 

Dr. i. calls attention to his Newly-Invented Instruments and Belts, par- 
ticularly adapted to the Anatomy of Hernia, and hence can be worn with 
e 
Patients received at his Infirmary, 72 Lixcoin Street. 


GEORGE TIEMANN & 60. 
\anutfacturers of Surgical Instru- 
MENTS, &e, 

No. 63 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK. 


r. Kinne’s New Truss—cheap, clean, 


durable, and comfortable. Invaluable, especially for infants, for its 
cleanliness, a wet sponge being suflicient always to clean it thoroughly. 
Need never be removed for bathing, as water will not injure it. One truss 
will last a lifetime, and from the uliar properties of the material of the 
pids, they are cooler, more comfortable, —y¥ altogether better than the 
ivory, hard rubber, or any other kind of pad. 
Pamphlets with full descriptions and {illustrations may be had gratis by 


applying to 
KINNE & PHILLIPS, 
182 Broadway, and 2 John Street. 








: " 
* « . 1 
\o eurial Vapor Baths. Cohen, 
4 Cupper, &e., respectfully informs Medical Gentlemen that he admi- 
nisters 
MERCURIAL VAPOR BATHS 

for constitutional diseases, at the Fifth Avenue Hotel buildings, corner of 
24th street (basement), under Caswell, Mack & Co., family chemists, 

These baths are on the plan of Dr. Langsdown Parker, and can be 
relied on. 

Kefers to Drs. W. H. Van Buren, J. J. Crane, C. R. Agnew and others. ~ 

Cupping, Bleeding and Leeching promptly attended to; any amount of 
blood can be taken by the means of Cups, without the possibility of a fail 
ure; they can also be applied to the throat with the greatest facility. 
After 5 o'clock, P. M., daily, orders can be sent to his domicile, No, 444 

t enue, between 31st and 32d streets, 


tefers to Drs. J. W. Francis, Griseom, Agnew, Barker, and others. 


° > . 
\[icroscopes for Medical Students. 
4 The undersigned offer for sale, of their own manufacture, ACH RO- 
MATIC MICROSCOPES of various kinds, from $20 upwards. 

An ACHROMATIC MICROSCOPE, Trunnion form, Rack and Slow 
Motions, Lever Stage, Three Eye Pieces, Object Glasses 13g inch, 3¢ inch, 
34 inch, Stand Condenser, Animaleule Cage, Stage Foreeps, one doz. Objects, 
ete,, etc., complete in a Mahogany Case with Three Drawers, Price $55. 

Ditto, ditto, with Polariscope and Side Reflector, $100, 

BENJAMIN PIKE & SONS, 
518 BROADWAY, N. Y., 
Opposite St. Nicholas Hotel. 


VACCINE. 
\ accinating Instruments of all kinds: 


also Vaccine Lymph, in seabs and tubes, or on quills and slips of bone, 
perfectly pure, and most reliable, Used by the leading Physicians of this 
city. For sale by 
Pik EASTERN DISPENSARY, IN THE MARKET BULLDING, 
. 57 kssex SrReer, 


Corner Grand, N. Y. 


) ) . 
( )tto & Reynders, Manufacturers and 
Importers of SURGICAL, ORTIOPEDICAL, and DENTAL IN 

STRUMENTS, TRUSSES, ete, 58 CHATHAM STREET, New York 

Abdominal Supporters, Shoulder Braces, Stockings for Varicose Veins, 

vetrie Machines, Ear Trumpets, Fracture Splints, Crutches, Syringes, 
bnemas, Fine Cutlery, ete, 

©. & Ri. are prepared to furnish the apparatus introduced by Dr. Davis, 
for the TREATMENT OF HIP DISEASE, as directed for his own 
patients, This mode of treatment originated with Dr. Davis, and, as we 
have made his apparatus for several years, we have every facility for 
making the same, 


WADE & F 
\j anufacturers and Importers of all 
+ kinds of SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, 


Syrmcrs, TRUSsEKs, 


ORD, 


ABDOMINAL SuPPorTers, 
SHOULDER BRACES, STOCKINGS FOR VARICOSE VEINS, 
ORTHOPEDICAL APPARATUS, 
Electric Machines, Ear Trampets, Auricles, &c., &c., 
85 FULTON STREET, NEW YORK. 
Priced Catalogues will be furnished if required. 
GEORGE WADE, WM. F. FORD. 
. ; Dyes } \ ; 
oseph Laidley, Practical Chemist 
e and Manufiecturing Pharimaceutist, Graduate of Philadelphia College 
of Pharmacy, offers to ’hysicians and others a large, new, and full stock of 
strictly pure and reliable medicines of his own manufacture. Surgical 
Instruments, Trusses, Medical Saddle-Bags,and Medicine Chests in great 
variety, at the manufiseturers’ prices; also pure Chemicals, Elastie Stock- 
ings, Bandages, Splints; all new and rare remedies, and everything else in 
the drug line, and on the best terms that articles of similar quality can be 
obtained in the United States. JOSEPH LAIDLEY, 
5th and Main Streets, Richmond, Virginia. 


o-8 . yr 

Medicinal Mineral Waters, 
AT 833 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
DR. HANBURY SMITH 
Has opened an establishment for the preparation and sale of all kinds of 
Mineral Waters, similar to the Royal German Spa at Brighton, England, 
which has now been in successful and constantly increasing activity for 
thirty-six years. 

The Kissingen water, of the same class, but stronger than Congress, has 
obtained a remarkable meme both with the profession and the public. 

The Vichy, so much lauded by Golding Bird in his chapter on Urie Acid, 
is also largely called for, as is also the Marienbad. 

The Pyrmont is the most active and reliable of chalybeates; Pullna of 
magnesian cathartics. 

Dr. Hanbury Smith having made a special study of the subject, will be 
happy to indicate the most suitable water in any given case, on application 
personally, or by letter, at 

838 BROADWAY, N. Y. 

The waters are put % in pints at $1 75, half-pints at $1 25 per dozen, 
delivered free in New York. Neo charge for packing quantities of two 
dozen and upwards. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES ADVERTISER. 


440 Broadway, N. Y.” 





J. GRUNOW, 
()ptician, having established him- 
self as a maker of Microscopes and Microscopical Apparatns, 
at No, 45 East 15th Street, New Tork, will be happy to supply his 
friends and former customers, and the public in general, with Mic 
of a superior quality. As te the character of his objectives he is permit- 
ted to re er to the following gentlemen, who have used them: Professors 
A. Clark, C. R. Gilman, W. Parker, J.C. Dalten. Dra, H. B. Sands, and Wm. 
H. Draper, New York; J. Sullivart, Esq., Columbus, O.; D. C. Jacokes, 
Esq , Detroit, Mich.; Prof. A Winchell, Ann Arbor, Mich. &e. J. Grunow 
invites the particular attention of Medica! Students and young praetition- 
ers to his Student's Mieroseope, which is afforded at a moderate price, and 
will compare favorably with English instruments of a higher cost. 
TT N ‘ 4 - 
\\ ade & Ford, Surgical Instrument 
Makers, 85 Fu Street, New York, have now ready Dr. James 
Is. Wood's General ¢ ng Case. It contains a full set of fine Amputat- 
ing, Hid eee Minor. ‘rating, and Eye Lostraments, Sounds, Catheters, 
Elastic Bougies, Needles, Silk and Silver Wire Ligatures, &c. These in- 
struments have been carefully manufactured and arranged under the super 
vision of Dr. James R. Wood, into a compact Rosewood Brass- Bound Case, 
about the size of the ordinary Amputating. It has met with general ap- 
proval, and the following gentlemen endorse the quality of its contents: 
JAMES RK. WOOD, M.D. 
LEWIS A. SAYKE, M.D, 
STEPHEN SMITH, M.D. 

Wade & Ford beg leave to cali the attention of the faculty to the following 
notice of this Case of Instruments in the May number of the New York 
Journal af Medicine, page 427: 

“A New anp Compcere Case or Sureicat Instruments.—The ti- 
tioner of surgery not unfrequently has need of an operating case which, in 
a compact form, embraces the instruments necessary fur any and all opera- 
tions. To the country practitioner especially would a case of instruments 
thus selected be a valuable acquisicion. Such an operating ease has recently 
been prepared by Messrs. Wade & Ford, 85 Fulton street, New York, under 
the direction of Dr. James R. Wood, combining in a single case of moderate 
dimensions, instruments and apparatus adapted to every emergency in 
which a surgeon can be placed.” 

We have recently perfected Dr. Lewis A. Sayre’s improved instrument 
for Morbus Coxarius, under his directions, and will, if requested, forward 
directions for measurements necessary for a perfect fit. 


ph ysicians should use the American 
- SOLIDIFIED MILK, PREPARED NEAR AMENTA, IN 
DUTCHESS COUNTY, NEW YORK. 

It is simply the richest milk EVAPORATED at a low temperature, and 
ery stallizod upon refined white sugar, The Reports of Special Committees 
from the N. Y. ACADEMY OF MEDICINE, and the AMERICAN 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION recommend it as invaluable in PI'THISIS, 
DIARRHCEA AND DYSENTERY, PERSISTENT VOMITING, AND 
IN THE DISEASES AND WEANING OF CHILDKEN. It is the 
most NUTRITIOUS DLET known, and in consequence especially recom- 
mends itself in the sick room. It is WARRANTED TO KEEP FOR 
YEARS IN ANY CLIMATE, and is therefore indispensable for families 
travelling with children, officers of the army and navy, sea captains, and 
those living in hot climates, 

For sale everywhere. For pamphlet and price list address 

AGENCY AMERICAN SOLIDIFIED MILK CO., 
73 Linerty Srreer, New Yor, 


Queru’s Cod Liver Oil Jelly. 


Approved by the N. Y. Academy of Medicine, and containing oy 8&5 
per cent. of oil as demonstrated to the Academy, Section of Materia-Medica, 
by operating before them the 17th of Sept., 1859. 

This Jelly is acknowledged to be twice as efficacious as the crude oil, 
because being made a solid it is retained in the stomach however disor- 
dered it may be; when, on the contrary, if the stomach is not in a pro 
condition (as in most of the cases where the oil is indicated), the liquid oil 
will pass off undigested, and consequently inoperative. 

The Jelly is prepared either from the white American or the light brown 
Norwegian Cod Liver Oil. 

. QUERU’S JELLIFIED CASTOR OIL. 
E. JUERU, Practical Chemist, 135 Fourth Avenue, New York. 

Penfold, Parker & Mower, 15 Beekman Street, Wholesale Agents. 
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